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Mr. VOLTAIRE AND HIS WRITINGS, 


IVI 
4 


* 
{ % 
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OLTAIRE, whoſe writings have been 


at once the greateſt honour and diſs 


grace to his country, was'born at Paris of a 
Father reſpeQable for his knowledge and his 


probity. (a) This virtuous parent ſoon found 


. _ himlelt 


(a) It has been aſſerted that he was door-keeper to iht 
Parliament ; but this 1 miſtake, there is no ſuch of- 
fee in that Court. Mr. Auvrr, in the former pait of 

his life, had heen a notary at Paris, and they bought the 
place of Treaſurer to the Chambre des Comptes, a place 

2908 A OS which 
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( 2 ) 
hinaſelf obliged to weep over the diffipation 5 
his on. He gave early 
proofs of an uncommon genius, which de- 
veloped itſelf by the ſtrongeſt traits of im- 
piety. He bad a natural turn ſor Poetry, 
and his juvenile produQtions are ſtamped 
with unbounded licentiouſneſs and obſce. 
nity. (a) He ftudied at the college of Louis 
le Gzanv, but in this ſchool of piety and 
erudition he did not avoid the rocks on 
which: unguarded youth too often ſuffer 


— Twp n he received were 


. —- 


which he Elle with equal Mile andi I integrity: _ 
Friki had ah elder brother, who often ewailed 1 hip, " 
lents from a perſuaſion that he would make a wrong 
ule of them. He ſomctimes ventured to give him ad- 


vice. ee lent e or an cpigram was the 
| zuſwer. 


4 wha BY it 


— 
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Kah It is at once a ae and a erime to be void 
of religion, but the man is a fool that values himſelf 

ppon it: It is peꝛ fect madueſs 19 profiitute talents, con- 
verſation and writings io the ſervice, the propagation of 
Incredulity. Y ge 5 Rovsstay has remarked that the de- 
fire of making proſelytes has animated the rancour, arg 


turned the brains of modern Philoſopher. 


RES ® » 


”» 


good, 


PT. 


good, and the example given him il beter; 


but the applauſe of a few libertine compa- 


nions defeated the uſe of both. Father i 

LE jay his Proſeſſor of Rhetoric foretold at 

that early period, that he would one day. 
erelt the ſtandaid of infidelity ; ; and the pro- 


5 phecy has been but too fully accompliſhed, 
The young Ano r (a) on leaving college · 
became acquainted. vith the molt conſide- 


ta) VorkAfüt was s kiown FE the name of 123 
tur he was releaſed from the Baſtille, He chen changed it 
for that of Vortatze; Which he hoped would prove 

more lucky than the former, as he wrote at the time to, 
the younger daughter of the famous Madame, Duxoyar,; 
witly whom he was fo deſperately in love, that he would 
have carried her off, if the mother had not diſcovered the 
plot, and prevailed on the Marquis de CaaTeay-nevr, | 
whoſe page Azover was, to prevent it. To prevent the 
elppement, the Marquis diſpatched: his page the next 
morning exprels to Verſailles, with a letter to the Se- 
cretary of State, deſiring that he might not be ſuffered to 
return to Holland. This anecdote was communicate 
by;a perſon who favoured us with the fight of a letter in 
his own hand. writing, and ſigned . . . . wherein he 
fays, My Dear, let not this change of name ſurpriſe zou. 
I was ſo unfortunate while I bore the other, that 1 am de- 
tcrmined to try if this will bring me better luck, 


AS > rable 


. . ⁵ V Ro 


LL ink 
ds members of - the philoſophic tribe at 
Paris, and recommended himſelf ſo effec-. 
tually to their notice, that be was ſoon called 
to the chair at their meetings. | Among ma- 
ny o other friends, he was particularly i intimate 
with Abbe Cu Af ku, and with the com- 
panions of that voluptuous man. About 
this time appeared the Ep ee to Uronis, | 
which be would willingly ! bave attributed o 
that teacher of deiſm after his death; but 
the public was not to be deceived by fo 
weak, an artifice., This, celebrated collec- 
tion of blaſphemies was known to be the. 
produttion of 'VoLTAIRE'S pen, Oed ipus 
his firſt” tragedy * Frag France another . 
Cor. 


v1! LS: Cx $68 den 
(a) When Toca has Folds bis Tragedy: of : 
Ocdipe; his ſuſt eſſay in ilie dramatic line, he ſubruitted 
it to the examination of Father PoxER, a celebrated Pro- 
f ſſor of Eloquence in the College of Louis le Grand, - 
He and Father Ton, another Jefuit, more dif 
tinguilhed by his vaſt erudicion than the nobibry of his 
birth, conferred notes, and wrote their rewarks. Their 
letters contained the warmeſt aſſurances ol ſi iendhip for. 
his perfon, and reſpect for his iibng talents. His au- 
| 5 | ſwer 
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Connzirlz and Ric, but this piece, ; 
as well as many paſſages in the Hznztape, 
make an open diſplay of his ſentiments. onthe, 
ſcore of religion and religious men. Such, 
was bis ſtyle of writing i in England, to which 
kingdom he fled in 1726 to efface the me. 
mory of humiliations which his licentiouſnels 
and pride had drawn upon him in Frar ae, and 
to avoid a repetition of. the nervous advice 
and athletic correttion appliedby the Coux x 
de Cano. (s). Rank cke ſeat of  liberyy, 
Was 


ſwer breathes the ſincereſt ſentiments of gratitude and 
re gard, and concludes by proteſling, tat le. ſhall ever be , 
attached jo them and to the Society. He had ſorgot this, 
when he diſcharged his poiſoned arrows againſt them in 
his Philoſophical Dictionaty. In another inflange he car- 
ried his flattery and his reſentment ſtill farther, His 
reſpeR for Father Poree had procured a place for his Pics 
ture in his cabinet. But it was taken down in 1758 to 
revenge his cauſe on Father Parka. who in che 
Journal. of Trevoux had refuſed to acknowledge his 


10 


claims a8 che Hour x and SornocLes of France, "a 


a] Count Cn ts being in the faxtie'box with bim at 
the r kal led hin Mr, Vorraizz. His Theas | 
"wicd 


£63 
was the theatre on Gbich he produced bis 
| Shiloſophical letters, which were immediately 
condemned to the flames, while che ſevereſt 
edifs were publiſhed for the apprehenſion” 
of the author. A blind and ſenſeleſs rage 
againſt the Chriſtian religion could alone 
Bate this work. But be took care to ſea · 
bn it with hiſtorical infidelity, profane wit, i 
and well · turned pleaſantry. He refuſes no 
weapon that ean carry wounds and death 0 
the heart 'of religion. Never was lion more 
: furiouſly _ on devouring his prey. (a) 
. Sets, 


F } 


Ang Wocked a this familiar fiyle, after a heavy 
volley of infamous and indeceut epithetas, concluded by 
faying, that he, Vor rAink, was the firſt of his: name. and 2 
Count Cnxss the laft of his, The ſarcaſm was pro- 
perly reſented, and his Lacquies employed to obtain l 
8 baüsfaction. The order was obeyed with ſcrupulous. 
pundtuality, ; Mr. Vorra lx received a very ſevere | 
| drubbing i in St. Anthony fireet, over againſt the Hotel 
of the great Sour, Count CMO would not ſuffer this 
anecdote to be loſt, but with great good humour told his 
ſriends that he had ſet his men to works : 
to) A fmple trait will paint Vorramzs character in 

us Write colour. A friend of his called at Ferney in his 
| | Toad 


629 

Sefts the moſt abſurd, the moſt irrationag 
tyſtems of worſhip, the corrupted ſtream of 
Pagan mythology were honoured with his 
approbation and incenſe. The licemious 
philoſopher was not aſhamed to adopt a re- 
ligion ſacred to worthleſs Deities, and pro- 

pagated by fables calculated to introduce a 
ge neral corruption. (a) 


55 to che court of a great Gorman * "doc 
opened his heart to him, and with tears in his eyes ſaid; 
| There was a time when I placed the firmeſt reliance on that 

Prince's concurrence in the defiruflion of Claiſtianity. But 
ſince he has mounted the Throne, he abandons himſelf fo 
thoroughly to political views that he abſolutely neglects the 
good cauſe. Another Gentleman aſſured me, that fit- 
ging with him after dinner at Ferney, he called in his 
ſervants, one by one, aud aſked each of them ſeparately, 
if le was a Chriſtian. A bumper was the reward of 
apoſtacy. The only one who refuſed to abjure his te- 
lgion was threatened with immediate diſmiſſion from 
is fervices The gueſt, though well diſpoſed to reliſh 


his Philoſophical maxims, was greatly ſhocked at dhe 
meauneſk and the infamy of his conduct. | 


(a) Crimes were edered, and thought necelſary in the 
wor of the * . | 
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But the moſt fumptuous fabric erefted to 
the honour of irreligion is his GENERAL 
Hisrory reprobated by the General Al- 
ſembly of the Clergy in 1765. In this 
monſtrous performance he employs an un. 

interrupted-chain of calumnies, groundleſs 
imputations and unnatural hyperbole” in the 
attack on Chriſtianity. - Writers whom no- 
thing. but obſcurity and contempt could 
| ereen from public reſentment, are now his 
oracles. Whatever has been advanced by 
idolatry, hereſy and impoſture, againſt the 
diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, is here collected 
into one point of view, and all the ſubtiky 
of artful criticiſm is employed to con- 
ceal or blacken their merit. His hiſtorical 
pencil draws bold and animated repreſen- 
tations, but it does not do juſtice to the ori- 
ginal. This hiſtory, which VoLTarre's ad- 
herents have fondly preferred to the im- 
mortal DiscoursE of the great Boss ur, 
may be conſidered as an accurate calendar 
of men Who lived in proſperity and died 
without remorſe. He compares with en ait 
of triumph their lot with that of virtuous 
WH - 25 


6 


men who lived and died amidſt the 64 
trying adverfity. The parallel G 2 8 have 
afforded to a more > judici icious obſerver a more 
fatisfaQtory ſolution of the difficulty by intro- 
ducing the neteſſity of a compenſation in a 
future life for the unequal diftribution of 
good! things in this. () But VorTaikt' 
ſcorned to be jultut” the THe" of appeat- | 
ng OE. 8 
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The fatal nee of his principles and paſſi- 
ons had hitherto been concealed in allegory, 
inſinuated with addreſs and ſoftened by ſtudied 
diſguiſe. The Philoſophical Dictionary tore 
off the maſk, ws broke the charm. In this 

(e) This i is the refleflion of a man to whom Lacredu- 
ly will nat refnſe an audience. Had 1 no other 
* proof, ſays 7. J. Ronfſeau, Art. de la Shir. de PAmes 
ol the Immortality of the Soul, but the triumph af 
ee the wicked and the oppreſſion of the jult, this 2 | 
« could never ſuffer me to doubt it. So ſhocking 
« diſſonance amidſi univerſal harmony would ; 
a ; a ſolution, I ſhould ſay, every thing cannot eng 
wich this life, death will reſtore every ching to its 
i; * pepper claſs,” * 
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(OW I 
anti.dhiloſophical, anti-chriſtian, anti- human 
work he betrays all the violence of faQion, 
all the madneſs of enthuſiaſm. The moral 
ſyſtem of the goſpel, and the antient diſci- 
pline of the Church are treated with equal 
rage and indecency, It exhibits a complete 


- courſe of materialiſm; and Deiſm is de- 


clared to be che only religion of a man ol 
ſenſe, of a philoſopher and a ſcholar. ( a) 
It reſts with confidence on blaſphemies often 
repeated in his writings, and as often refuted 
by his adverſaries. To this ſcandalous com- 
pilation our deluded youth owe their ruins 
fome of whom have expired on a ſcaf- 

: {a) Mr. Tozzzr1x, in his Treatiſe on religion, hag 
this obſervation: ** Many projeQs which are admired 


« in theory, can never be reduced to prablice.” Such 
i is the ſyſtem of our Deiſts. They draw fancied pic- 


e tures of natural religion, and the relations of imagi- 


% nary travellers are employed to ſupport the pre- 
© tended happineſs of its followeis. | Vnluckily for 
2 them cheſe nations never exiſted but in their heated 


4 imaginations, and form 2 ſecond Commonweatth of 


i Hate,” 


+= 


fold, 


fold. (a) This Diftionary, his Pucelle and 
Candide cannot be read without abluſh even by 


men 


1640 The bene exhibited : at Abbeville in Pieardy i in 
1766.1 is publicly known. Two libertine youths were 
condemned to be burnt alive for inſulting religion. 
breaking a crucifix, and chanting infamous hytuns- 
At the place of execution, they declared that bad books, 
and particularly VorrAixE's Philofophical Diflionary, had 
brought them to'that ignominious end. This abomi. 
nable collection was, by order of the Pusan of 
Paris, thrown into ihe fire that conſumed the Chevalier 
pz La Bazzze The puniſhment was ſhocking, and 
we may venture to pronounce, that had not the Plaloſo> 
phical Dictionary interpoſed between the Throne and the 
Criminal, the humanity of the Judges and of the Sove- 
reign would have ſoftened the rigour of the ſentence. 


An example of ſeverity was thought necelſary to check 


the progrels of a contagious ail. ML 


At Bayeux in — a young man Who had 
been convicted of murder made the ſame declaration at 


the place of execution, Many other inſtances miglu 


Be adduced of this kind which the courſe of a very few 5 


years has produced; and I am glad to decline it out of 


| humanity to thoſe, whoſe mitte caighi unjuſtly ſulfur 


by a particular enumeration, 
772 4130S 
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(243 
men who are no ſtrangers to vice and im- 
morality. Every live ibits the moſt nau- 
ſeous fcenes of obſcenity. and low de- 
bauchery. Vulgar manners and vulgar ſen. 


timents could only be publiſhed by Vor- 
TAIRE for. the uſe of the. meaneſt claſs of 


the people. In a pamphlet entitled Dgfenſe 
de mon Oncle, our autbor indulges himſelf in 


ri moft atrocious inveRtives and low- lived 


ribatdry. The chapters on Sodomy, Inceſt, 

Befiality, Ec. are written in a ſtyle perſett. 
ly conſonant to their titles. It is hard to 
conceive what could induce # man to make 


fo open 2 diſplay of uncommon depravity, 


but 3 it Is fill more altoniſhing that ſo ſtrange, 


; ſo wild, ſo contradiftory,, .a jumble of prin- 


ciples and paſſions (hould bave found a ſingle 
partiſan, I ſhall not dwell on his "Ruan of 

: . 
Abe wn writer of « one © of our Journals 5 us, 7" 


— i | : 


he was acquainted with a man in place, a modern phi- 
leſopher, who diſcharged | his Valet de Chambre, becauſe 


| he ſurpriſed him reading the Pfilgcplica Diftionary,, 


0 It is my intereſt, ſays he, that my wile, my valet and 
* my cook ſhould believe | in God. This needs no 
comment. 

| human 


| 13 
kuman nature, of the Hi tory of the Parlias 
ment, of the Philoophy of Hiſtory, and many 
Other hiſtoricai tracts, which have no other 
recommendation to the attention of the cu- 
rious reader, but the bold licentiouſneſs 
with which he attacks the moſt ſerious and 
ſacred objects. I will only obſerve that 
fallacy, milreprefentations and errors are not 
thinly "ſcattered among the pages, but are 
crowded into every live, and that the author 
repeats eternally the ſame falſehoods which 
he had repeated in his former publications. 
I ſhall paſs over in ſilence a voluminous col. 
leQtion of licentious tales and obſcene pam- 
phlets, which would give offence. to the 
Chriſtian reader, while it is my intention to 
give the charadter of the writer. Such as 
are defirous to enter into a detail of Vor- 
TAIRE'S works, and to be acquainted with 
their real merit, may conſult the many 
learned treatiſes which refute his errors and 5 
une * reſentment. 1 

0 11 * 


(a) 4 cine! * for 83 ani its Wor 
2 Falſe Dottrine on Men, his Nature, his Duties ant : 
; ; his 
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Vorrang e vat enemy „ of the 
religion of his forefathers, was equally 
impatient of oppoſition from cotemporary 
writers. The apoſtle of toleration, ſet the 
example of the. moſt rigid. imolerance. (a) 


Bis Lot. 4 Sanguinary Hiſtory of the living God. ; 
dtcent Critique on the Sacred Oracles. 41 more impiacable 
Firemy td Chriſtianity than Jalian and Celfus. Falfe Deiſm 


bordering on real Atheiſm, Dial. entre les S mo- 


dernes. | 0 | 

See les Errenrs de Voltaire, 11 vols. in 12. RI 
onaire Philoſophique de la Religion 10 vol. in 12. Ia 
Tableau Philolophique, 1 vol. 11, 12, &c. | 


(a) The champions of unlimited toleration Have Fur- 
wiſhed arms againſt themlelves. Atheiſm is in their 


principles the greateſt ſcourge of human nature, A 


contempt for revelauon, an indifference for religion na- 
rurally leads to Atheiſm. Toleration muſt then have 
7s Emits. | "A 


Men 


G 


Men diſtinguiſhed by their talents and their 
virtues were the objetts of his jealouſy and his 


hatred, Reputation was a feeble fence 


againſt ſcurrility and abuſe, where a man re- 
fuſed to ſubmit implicitly to his deſpotic 
| ſway. While he expoſes their talents. to 
public ridicule and contempt, he loads their; 
perſons with the moſt odious imputations., 
Blinded by .ſelf-love, he vainly perſuaded. 
himſelf, that he held in his hand the ſcourge, 
of criticiſm, to diQate their opinions or re. 


form their judgments. To be his enemy, 


and to withold the tribute of applauſe, were, 


crimes of a fimilar nature, and puniſhed 
with equal rigor. His animoſity was vented 
in the moſt ſcurrilous inveQlives and the moſt 
atrocious imputations. A thoufand diffe- 
rent libels have conſigned his infamy to poſ- 


terity without leaving the leaſt ſtain on the 
charafters be attacks. (a) This muſt always 


(4) Farzon was one of the many men of letters who 


drew on himſelf the reſentment of Vox rata and the 


_ philoſophical ſect, by. daring to oppoſe their ſyſtems, * 


In the ſervice of religion and of the ſtate he defied thei, 
Fatirical writings and calumnious imputations. he de- 
ſerved,” O achnited t the eftecm of all good citizens, vr 
whom he is ſincerely regretted. | 


— III PII es ANY > FIT Tr EIA TRI ETA APIS err A EIS, 


En 
be the cafe where a 2eal for truth, for juſtice 
and religion is conſtrued into a crime, and 
purſued with unrelenting fury. A few ſacts 
will enable the reader to judge of Vor- 
TAIRE's meekneſs in the treatment of thoſe 
whom he was pleaſed to ſtyle his enemies. 
The celebrated, the unfortunate RousszAb 
was once honoured with the title of his mo- 


del and his maſter. Let us we what is one 
— nne ee 


—ů— 


go 


Tu, LETTER OF. MR, ROUSSEAU concerning 
em. ARQUET DE VOLTAIRE, 


e 4 2 iy 


I have me now received a freſh libel 
e publiſhed by Mr. VorTatzt agaibſt me. 
« The indignation wich which the Public 
received his former attacks have not diſ- 
couraged him. The ſtyle of all is the 
r fatne, but this is compoſed of two parts, a 
8 preface in proſe 1 in the name of the edi. 
6 tor, and the letter to Madam do Cn ati 


„ , 


.-. (eu 
© tx, which has been promiſed for” ſome 
months by the gazettes of Paris and Hol- 
* land. Theſe two maſter- pieces were 
e deſigned to appear at the head of à new 
dramatic performance, which he has juſt 
t publiſhed at Paris. But the Cenſors hav* 
© ing rejected them with the indignation 
c they deſerve, not to loſe the time and la- 
bour they coſt him, he ſent them to Am- 
< ſterdam, with an expreſs order to publiſn 
them under the penalty of incurring his 
diſpleaſure, and for ever being deprived 
ol the honour. of printing his warks. 1 
** am convinced, Sir, you do not viſh to 
C ſee an anſwer from me written in the 
„ ſame ſtyle. VoiTAiRE has. been too 
* + long i in poſſeſſion of the privilege, of en- 
4  tertaining the Public to dread any oppo- 
« ſition from me. The coarſe language he 
„ employs, and the palpable abſurdities, be 
+. advances, are proofs of his hatred, which 
does me more honour than I, could poſ- 
#3 ſibly hope from his eſteem. But as you 
ſeem deſirous to have this-rancour traced 
toi its ſource, 1 it give you a ſhort but 
e e 9 *« faithful 


| 
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( | 18 4 ) ) 
1 Nithſul account of all chat has ou * 
aue dee I firſt knew bim. 
(WI Ad} ET IS 
RIP of Auguſt 17 10, 1 at- 
" adage me Ladies to a tfagedy at the 


«;Jefaits. Wben the pri zes wert diſtri- 


& buted at the end of the play, 4 obſerved 
4 the fame ſcholar called up twice to be re- 


+, warded. I aſked Father /TarTexony, who | 
che young man was who made ſo diſtin- 


* guiſhed a figure among his ſchool-felows.. 
He told me he was a youth uho had a 
& ſurpriſing turn for poetry, and offered io 
* imtoduce him to me. 1 accepted the 


e offer with pleaſure, and he foon produted 


WH Young vian, Teemingly about fixteen or 
* TeVetnteen years old, tis features toarſe, 
* bit his eye quick and lively, who politely 
& advanced to embrace me. 1 heard: no 
a mofe of him till about two years tfter, 
* tien being at Soleure, I received © letter 
« gf compliments from bim, and an ode 
© wWhich'he bad 'compoſed for the prize of 
dhe Academy; defiring-iny opinion of it. 


2 x2, en all thefreedum due to'the 


66 confidence 


6 ) 
* confidence of a young man I loved. 
*. However I was informed that the A cade- 
* my had laid afide this ode, and another 
«which he preſented next year by way of 
taking his revenge. He continued to 
« write to me from time to time. He was 
<<. pleaſed: to ſtyle me his model and his 
* maſter, and to ſend me ſome of his com- 
© poſitions. in which bis. ſullen . muſe; 
„ does, not always conceal ber baggard 


form. I was at a Jols to diſcover in them 


* that Attic ſalt, thoſe ſprighily ſallies which 
1 enliven real plealantry, and reconcile the 
Author to bis readers. But this is an art 
1 which bile and rancour never taught, and 
« which therefore Vol raIxE could never 
e learn. I have {till ſome of his letters by 
„% me, and the Baron de BRETEVIL, his 
* Protector, honoured me with his corre- 
r ſpondence till his death, and often talked 
© of him, ſometimes applauding his ſucceſs, 
„ and at others lamenting - his. diſgrace, 
« This gentleman's letters gave me advice 
of ſome of the firſt misfortunes which be- 


++ fel our eccentric bard, any one gf which 


GY «© was 


* * 
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* was ſuſficient to put him in the right way, 
„if be had been capable of  inſtruRion. 
Among theſe I reckon the box on the ear 
% which he received from the hand of old 


Poisson in the Green Room, the igno- 


1 minious mark ſet upon him at Seve (a) 
% bridge by an officer whom he had af. 
4 fronted, his confinement in the Baſtille 


r for writing certain fatirical and ſcanda- 


* jous verſes, his extravagant behaviour in 


* the Play-houſe, when his Artemire was 


_ damned; and a thoufand other anecdotes 
« which I could eaſily find, if I would take 


* the trouble to turn over Mr. de BR E- 
«© TEU II's letters. I ſhould not have ſaid 
« ſo much on this head, but from a deſire 


6 to o eflabliſh me oO of a * unin. 


(. The Pain 8 at Seve Kita the 


| 1 is omitted by Robssx AU. His avariee accepted 


of a thouſand Crowns in full compenſation of his in- 
jured honour. He has ſuppreſſed a ſevere drubbing 


given him by 2 ſurly Bookſeller at London, which 


drove him back to his own country. Thus the Rude 
cauſes baniſhed and recalled him to receive affronts 1 
"more 14 eng C 62 180 ot. 


© terrupted 


e 
4 terrupted correſpondence of twenty 
years with one of che moſt | illuſtrious 
< friends I ever had the happinels to poſſeſs. 
Let now the unbluſhing vile impoſtor re- 
© proach me vith ingratitude to my bene- 

_« fator - let him accuſe me of ſtinging the 
* breaſt which warmed. me into life. His 
* friendſhip and my gratitude are conſigned 
1 to poſterity in my works, of which the 
<« epiſtle I addreſſed to him, forms no in- 
40 conſiderable 8 "i | | 


ce 1 was at Vienna 7 he ſent me his 
10 tragedy of Oedipus, The many faults to 
be found in that piece did not eſcape my 
notice. I am always willing to make al- 
+ Towances for juvenile productions which 
may be ripened by age, and I made him 
% a compliment with which the vanity of an 
* abler author might have been ſatisfied. 
I could not help expreſſing a wiſh, that he 
* would: ſpeak with more 'reſpe& of So- 
„ pxo0CLEs and ſome other great men, with 
« whoſe characters he had taken ſome inde- 
« cent liberties in bis preface. Some time 
oo | 5 aſter 


ay 

after he ſent me a copy of the beginning 
*; of his poem on the Lie uE, and learning 
44 from my anſwer that Prince EuezxE 
* had ordered me to attend him in 
**. his journey to the Low Countries, he 
< aſſured me that the moment he heard of 
BE my arrival, he would ſet out on a viſit to 
* me. As the Prince's journey was pre- 
* went by circumſtances: publicly known 
* at the time, I vent the next year, and 
% VoLTaiRE kept his promiſe. He ar- 
e rived at Bruxelles two months after me 
in the retinue of Madame de Rurzl- 
„ MONDE, who was called by domeſtic 
“concerns into Holland. The Count de 
„ Lanov, whom I met at the Marquis de 
* PRIE's, aſked me who; that young man 
„ could be, whom be bad juſt ſeen at the 
* church of the Salons, and who had 
been ſo trouhleſome to the congregation 
by his indecent behaviour, that they were 
£:with dithculty reſtrained from. kicking 
„ him out of doors. A few minutes aſter a 
* card of compliments from Voutaing in- 
 . formed me that he arrived at midnight, 
"ps; PEN | „and 


* and had ſignalized his entry by this 


* notable performance. 97 I- waited: upon 

him that evening, and the next day I in- 
troduced him to the Marquis pz PRIE 
«+ who. was then Governor of Bruxelles, to 
© the! Princeſs dr 14 Tour, and to the 
« families that 1 viſited, © His behaviour 
every where put me in mind of the adven- 
© ture of the Sar. He ſtaid about 
i three weeks, during which I fuffered for 
my ſins all the torments which the impor- 
4 tunity, the extravagance, the litigious 
*« ſpirit of a conceited coxcomb can infli& 
<« on a ſober and a ſteady mind. But as 
„Heaven has given me a large portion of 
" patience, which ſeldom turns to my ad- 
vantage, I ſaid nothing, and loaded him 
with civilities and politeneſs. He en- 
* truſted me with -his. poem on the Licun, 
which IL reitored to him two days after, 


| y 0 *. Only deſiring him as a friend to ſoſten bis 


violent declamations and his ſatirical 


1 ſtrokes againſt the Cuunch or Roux, 2 h | 


45 the Pork, SECULAR and REGULAR 
. curse „in ſhort all. Government eccle- 


ftaſltical _ 


G4) 
1 bafticat and civil (a) I tock che liberty 
| eee ns 
| 106 re 
6 e n it bag! 


(a0 His Honde: declamations againſt the R. us of 
both ſexes extorted dhe following letter from Siſter rs 
Axers, a Nun of the Anguntigtion, and, his Aunt, + 


2 My dear Neplicx i is totvety ſerapnitous i in Keepi 
* his word. You promiſed me to reſpect religion Fg 
zu ſollowers, and every day produces a ne attack 
upon them. What can yon mean by the infamous 
& aſperſions you throw ont againſt Nuns whom you 
« repreſent as the moſt abjec ſlaves? You pretend to 
OY bumanity, while you inſult their mis fortunes. If 
<< they carry the yoke with reſignation, you ſhould ad- 
e mirethem : if with-reluQance, you ſhould pity theme 
* You ſound high the facred duty of benevolence, 
** while your practice gives the lie to the boaſted theory, 
* You plead the canſe of the unfortunate, and you ag> 
gravate their ſufferings. | The only comfort left to a 
Nun who had retired from the world was that" her 
engagement would be reſpected; and you the Philo- 
** fopher of Senbbility, the Comforter of Mankind, the 
„ Harbinger of Virtue, you alone attempt io rob her 
6 of this only conſolation. | 
Why would you throw open the gates of the 
2 Cloiſters? You would not enjoy. 4000 J. a year 
A ped 


S447 + i#/6 «> 


2 
* were compoſitions of a very different fas 
2 970 and that the Epic Poet ſhould chuſ# 
e we "Ou 


if you. had no relation a Nun. Our towns are 
eroded with old miids, while you eomplaia of the 
miſchievous effekts of Convent Employ part of 
% your fortune in the ſettlement of baichelors and old 
„ maids in the world, aud then we will talk of che 
** yotaries of Celibicy in religioh. But I know m 
us dear Nephew too well, You may approve the pro · 
Je, but you will not atvince a farthing' toten dd 

« carrying it into execution. You are not quite ſo ſeu⸗ | 
. fſible to the intereſis of population, as to the typogra⸗ 
0 phical traffic which engroſſes your whole attention, : 
© It is your ſtudy to amuſe the world, and' yy wig 
10 * impor e ſiom'the cloiller. 


Pray moderate your fears about the extintion of 
« the human race; it is but too numerous, and ill fur- 
6 niſhes obſcene Poets and wild” Philoſophers: $. Your | 

— on katy n produted . ol 


„ ERypt was never covered by ſuch clouds of bad. 
Give me leave to preach gratitude to you. You may 
« pollibly owe nothing to Nuns, but ſome religious wen. 
* have a claim to your acknowledgment. The Jeſuits 
*% gave you a talle for literature and virtue, and jt is 
not their fault, if you negleRted the more Ae OY 
D e branch. 
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Virgil, not Juvenal for his model. I 


— 10/65 him on the charakters 
0 „ which 


«branch. How would. vou have finiſhed your GUE- 
„AL Hisrory without ihe aſſiſtance of thoſe learned 


*% Monks, whoſe riches you envy more than their. vir. 


4 tes P But Lgo flill farther, By che induſtry of thoſe 


e virtuous Recluſes the moſt barren heaths were culti- 
* tivated and fertilized, perhaps the very ſpot which 
** you inhabit.” Are not their poſſeſſions the beſt peo- 
* pled, the beſt cultivated of any in the kingdom? Are 


not their houſes a ſeaſonable aſylum to numerous fa- 


* milies from indigence and oppreſſion ? Have not ma- 
© ny Noble Houſes been reſcued by them from want 
+, and ignominy, and maintained in a ſplendour equally 
5 N to thi Prince and to the kingdom . 


Can a man endowed with reaſon and humanity be 


44 ſeriouſſy alarmed at the riches of ihe Church? Are 


s they not the property of Communities diſtinguiſhed by 
** the moſt heroic als of beneficence? Has not part been 


applied to ous of Hoſpitals, where diſeaſe and indi- 
« pence are relieved by the care of a delicate ſex, who, 
& ſacrifice their beauty, their youth, and their high. 
4 rank to the relief of objects equally ſhocking to =. 
＋ and delicacy. 
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„ 
& which appeared to be drawn with judg- 
. n — * of: Mr. pz Ros xv. 
| 5 " * which 


„L 


' 44 Ts not another part of theſe envied riches applied 
** ta the endowment of colleges, of ſeminaries, of 
** ſchools, more neceflary than ever for the education of 


youth? The intereſts of the ſlate, and of religion 
© ſhould oblige you to be ſilent. If what is, be right, 
** ceaſe to look for ſomething better, which 1 not 
s anſwer the ſame * | 


9 How v vain, "how idle is tho cry that ern depo- 

e pulates the ſtate? Sixty years ago Religious Houſes 
©* then moze numerous counted at leaſt double the num- 
aber of inhabitants they now contain, and yet the 
kingdom has loſt a million of ſouls fince that period. 
as Be candid, and Own that the Secular Clergy are no 
4 obftacle to population; and you who preach tolera- 
tion for the monſtrous errors of Idolaters, Turks ant 
** Quakers, at, lealt tolerate the virtues of your fellows 
« citizens, Moderate che violence of your declamations, 
vent withcaution your ſpleen againſt Religious Orders, 
There are perhaps three thoutand Recluſes who lift 
* up che ir pure hands to Heaven to avert the divine 
« wath ready to cruſh you ——L Join my poor 
«« priyersto thoſe of this pious a{ſociation, and aa ſin- 
5 * ecrely intereſt myſelf in the important concern of my 
2 ** dear 


22... e 


S 


which I was afterwards furpriſed to ſee 
i ſuppreſſed, to make room ſox that of Admi- 
** ral CoLtcwy, the Hero of the Proteſtan, 
« Party, but the Incendiary of France. The 
«© world was ſoon informed of the real mo- 
« tive of this change. VoLTainz had 
te wantonly provoked the reſentment of the 
late Duke bz SULLY, Which was not to 


10 dear Nephe's Glace, I will conclude with an ad- 
at vice wu» ili will not be thought unſealonable, 


N e You Ii had and wh — vehemence, 
« againſt a ſet of people, who, you ſuppoſe, are miſe- 
enable. Homanity ſorbids it. Lou load them with 
„injuries. This is illiberal. To a liſt of their virtues 
* you oppoſe a pompous en enymeration of as of bene 
** volence you conſer on the unſortunate. This is not 
+ wodeſl. The Chriſtian conceals his good works, the 
© wiſe man never mentions. them. I hope we ſhall 
hear no more of the Church you have repaired. 
Vour time would be beiter employed in protecling the 
betete! Church. than in beautiſying Country 
eee Lem. | e 
en 0076; 3 deu. Cos | 
ne Sonn ves Auers. 
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- * be appeaſed but by one of thoſe humili. 
« ating ſacrifices which our author often 
made to offended greatneſs, As be re- 
„ oularly made his court to Madame de 
„ RuPzLMONDE, where 1 often attended, 
-« I yielded at length to his ſolicitations 
* often repeated in that Lady's preſence, 
« and read ſome of my new works deſigned 
« for, the London edition. He praiſed 
them very bighly, and had not yet diſ- 
covered the Germanifms which now af. 
* fords him ſo much deriſion. I ſhall nor 
enter into a defence of my works; nei- 
„ther Vorl TAIRE nor I can be the proper 
„judge. They are ſubmitted to the Pub- 
lic, and I have no reaſon to be diffatis- 
« fied with their reception. But I take the 
+ hberty to inform this witiy gentleman, 
that I never knew a word of the German 
„ language, that wherever 1 have been, 1 
* always lived with thoſe who ſpoke French 
better than he does, were much better 
« judges of ihe propriety and harmony of 
* language, whoſe ear is good enough to 
+ diſtinguiſh between the pronounciation 
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of the word Pzxx from that of Gorann 
and to reprobate 1. of his favourite 


* rhymes. 


8 attended Madame de Rvurz1.- 


* XoNDE into Holland, and I foon learned 


&© from thence a moſt infamous tranſaQtion 
* of his, which well nigh put arms into the 


* hands of Mr. BAsN ACR and Mr. LR 
* Crzxc. This miſunderſtanding would 
©* have proved fatal to the reputation, if 
* not to the lives of theſe learned men, If 


« an eclairciſment had not fortunately taken 


< place, and drawn their mutual reſent- 


« ment on the author of the impoſture. 
+ This adventure of more ſerious impor- 
« tance than his common impertinencies, 
e leſſened him very conſiderably in my 
«* eſtimation. However as his ſtay: at 


„Bruxelles was to be ſhort, I ſaid nothing, 


and all ſeemed to go on very ſmoothly - 
« between us till one day when he invited 
me to take an airing out of town, and be. 

« gan to entertain me with a copy of verſes 
* he had MN compoſed under the title of 


0 1 Erirzz 


« 8 


E 
* FetTRE A Forres.” It contained much 
« horrid blaſphemies againſt every thing 
<« xhat is ſacred in religion, and againſt the 
« adorable perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, who was 
* every where deſcribed in a language 
« can never remember without ſmudder- 
© ing; in ſhort it was ſo replete with the 
% moſt daring impiety, that I ſhould" be 
«© wanting to the Public and to myſelf, if 1 
* delt any longer on it. My agitation 
« was viſible, and topping him in the midſt 
** of his recital, I repreſented to him in the 
*+* ſtrongeſt terms, that I was aſtoniſhed he 
* ſhould think of entruſting me with ſo 
« execrable. a confidence. He was going 


e o enter into a juſtification of his princi- 


* ples, when I again interrupted him, by | 
— Fan that either he muſt change his lan- 
«. guage, or I would quit the carriage. He 
1 ſaid ho more but to beg I would never 
« mention the affair. I promiſed him I 
never would, and kept my word. Other 
«© people, with whom he had not taken the 
* ſame precaution, were leſs {crupulous 
and 1 beard i it mentioned by a lady of 


W974 | | ” very 


( $2 ) 

*© very high rank in France, and by u Prince 
© whoſe noble birth and excellent qualities 
t have, recommended him to- univerſal re- 
a ſpe and eſteem. He had his reaſons, 
and they. may be mentioned hereafter, for 
% altering tbe title, and ſoftening the expreſ. 
* ſions of this infamous piece of poetry; 
© but altered and-ſofiened as it is, it conti-. 
* nues to give infinite offence to libertineg 
* themſelves, Such is the perſon, who pil- 
fering according to cuſtom. the end of a 
* fong which Mr. DzspREAUx' bad written 
e againſt LIN IER E, ispleaſed to ſay that my 
Q writings will be burnt, if poſſible,” before 
1 ſnall. Bat ſurely he forgets, that with- 

ir in theſe two years a book avowedly his, 
* printed at his expence, with the initial 
letters of his name, was publicly burnt by 
* the hands of the hangman, and a decree” 
« ilſued againſt him, WINGS is er e 

5 85 4 | 7 ot 

- bm tak cas 1 obſerved.” thax he 
* grew more ſhy and reſerved. On leave 
« ; = ing Bruxelles he went to Marimoiit, 

% | i where 


(\ 39%) 
„ where the Duke of Ax EUER then was 
on a ſhooting party, and whom I waited 
5 upon a few days after at Mons. I was 
* there informed by two gentlemen, that be 


bad ſpoken of me in terms of reproach 
and contempt, and a Colonel, a friend of 


„ mine, who bas fince been raiſed to the 

rank of Major-General, and Governor of 
% Pau, told me, that being in his company 
1c at an inn at Mons, where he dined at the 
“ordinary, his ſcurrilous inveQtives againſt 
% me gave ſuch offence to the company, 
that he ran great riſk of being thrown out 
+, of the window, which he only eſcaped by 
« claiming the * of the Duke 80 
© AREMBERG, 


On my return from England, I was in- 
+ formed that he expreſſed the ſame unfa. 
vourable opinion of me at Paris, and now 
« it was that he invented the pretty word, 
„ GERMANISM, Which he has ſince uſed as 
a two-edged ſword to cut up all my writ- 
& ings, paſt, preſent and to come. He ſoon 
f oſer n on the ſtage his tragedy of 
2.5451 E. 1 . | 
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„ MARIAMNE, Which a friend was pleaſed. 
* to ſend me, to whom I could not help 
expreſſing my ſurpriſe at the many im. 
« pertinencies which diſgraced this abortive 
* produttion of bis muſe; , It; had been 
damned ſix months before, had been re» 
% touched, rehearſed and re- produced on 
& the ſtage as ne w. How be came to the 
e knowledge of my letter I know not, but 
* I ſoon received an anonymous addreſs 
« written in a feigned hand, wherein I was 
« very ſeverely handled. I anſwered; in 
eight lines, that after his infamous treat- 
ment of, Jeſus Chriſt, my honour could 
* ſuffer little from his injurious attacks. I 
only hinted, that a man expoſed and vul- 
& ncrable as he was, ſhould act with cau- 
4 tion, and not add to che number of his 
«enemies. I ſpent the following eight or 
nine years without hearing any more of 
«© his impertinencies, at leaſt in my regard. 
% have nothing to do with his adventure 
near the Hotel de SULLY, bis precipitate 
flight from France, his extravagance at 
70 London, bis quarrel with his bookſeller, 


« which 


& 


* 
„„ 


& 


40 


6 35 
which furtiſhied' ample matter a enter- 
tainment 'to the public prints, till he 
thought proper to buy off the Urn ECUT 


Gazetteer. The advice 1 had given bim 
ſeemed to be attended to on. his return to 


France. He now altered the title of bis 


'EPiTRE 4 Joris into that of Eriraz A 
UaAxfE, and ſubſtituted a new ſet of 


: blaſphemies, which only, tend to prove 
that he is no Chriſti; ian, nor fool enough 
to affect i it, The Public was not deceiy- 
ed; and the Police immediately proceed- 
ed to an enquiry which ended in Vor- 


raixx-sB declaring that be was not the 
author, but that the late Abbé de 


Caauutzy was. IF this faft be true, 


and 1 have every reaſon to believe it is, 
Volraixz ſhould be more reſerved i in 


his imputations of calumny, of which he 
bimſelf has is the 6 cxpnphe, 3 


2 


> i x L £ 1 
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45 I come now to his declaration of eter- 


40 


nal war. A Mr. Dzvaynay, a man of 
6. 


letters at Paris, with ' whom 1 held an 


epiſtolary correſpondence, ſent me his 


E Aa 5 uagedy 
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40 « tragedy of. ZAIRE, which was then in re- 
« preſentation, and ſome remarks on the 
* work and, the author. I anſwered him 
F much! in bis own ſtyle. It was deſigned 
only for his peruſal, but by ſome means 
or other it {ell into VoLTaRE s bands. 
ue As s CVETY, inſtance of ſucceſs urged. him 
bug to commit t ſome freſh folly, he now con- 
® cluded that the moment was come to ſtrike 
bo 2 40 decilive blow againſt, | me. With this 
vie mous Tur 


view he publiſhed his 


1. 50 Uebr. It 1 was il received at Paris, 


* and fo general was the indignation of the 
* Public, fo warm the affeQtion of my 
ried in eſpouſing my quarrel, that ne- 
51 ver was injury more thoroughly revenged,. 


5264 


WY a; of 5 more ignominouſly repelled. 


He W. 77 


He Was I palled that he, did“ not dare to 
4 f and f for three months, © The 


It public relemment ſubſiding by degrees, 


(I! 1 


* he took courage, and publiſhed his Apz- 


m8 bann E, which was hiſſed and damned on 


PS 36161295 #*; 
© its "ley ap pearance, His next publica- 
tion, N che Lirrazs Ascioiszs, was 


1. 
* bent as "obſerved above. 1 forgot to 
| 446 os #2 31153 i 7.37 SS — ; 11 182 L ; th tell 


4 . * 
n I N „* 


Ont bs . ts 
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« tell you, that before the publication of the 


* Tzurrz pu Gour, I had received a let- 
« ter from Mr. DELTA UNAx, giving me an 
account of che threats he uttered againſt 
« me and him. In regard of himſelf he 


gave bim to underſtand, that if he. pre- 
* ſumed to make uſe of his name, he ſhould 


0 receive an immediate anſwer, but not 
« from bis pen, The Parnaſſian Bravo 
took the hint, waited on him, and made 
+ ſuch mean apologies as excited pity and 
« affairs between VOLTAIRE and me. The 
< preſent miſunderſtanding might have been 
prevented, if I would have liſtened to 
% overtures made by a friend of his laſt 
« year, and if I could have ſubmitted to 
+ treat with a man of ſo abandoned a cha- 
© rafter. / I. could wich equal caſe chaſtiſe 
* his publiſhers; if I was inclined to avail 
« «© myſelf of the ſevere laws enacted by the 
Government of Amſterdam and the Court 
“of Holland, againſt libels and perſonal 
% ſatires, But it is my intereſt to have the 
C real character of the — publicly 

* known, 


(#) 


«2nd it never appears to greater advantage, | 
than in bis ſplenetic and infamous writ- 
% ings. Thank God, the character of mine 
is very different, and if neceſſity has ob- 
t liged me to diſcover ſome part of his 
*-nakedneſs, I do aſſure you that revenge 
never put the pen into hand.. . . Vor- 
AIR may then continue to dilcharge 
his bile at leiſure; ; this is the laft anſwer 
* he will ever extort from me. I am tired 
of travelling through dirty roads, and if 
any ihing ſhould become neceſſary on my 

part, I need only ſend to the preſs, as 1 
«- have often been adviſed to do, a colleRion 
« bf all the pamphlets in proſe and verſe, 
* all the memorials, all the letters which 1 
4 received on the publication of his TM- 
„ PE Du Gour. They would make two 
. handſome volumes. This is the only an- 
* ſwer I can make him without forfeiting 
4 my-honour. However I may condeſcend 
to take ſome little notice of him ay oc 
„ caſion may ſerve in my future writings. 
251 1 have laid — for you information, 
255 | enough 


6390 
enough to teach him, that a man ho ĩ n- 
© habits a houſe of glaſs, ſhould not throw; 
9 tones at his neighbours. 
.. » ® Lan Ec. 
" Enghien Ne 22, 1736. | 
5 J. B. Rouss gau. 


| Neither gentle correction, nor public. 
odium, could refrain Vol raIxEs impious 
1 75 even in his old age. ; ee 


The * of Auch, a Prelate ref. 
peRable for his exemplary piety, and a faith- 
ful diſcharge of the important truſt repoſed 
in him, publiſhes a paſtoral inſtruQtion to 
guard his flock againſt the ſpreading infection 


of incredulity. (a) He elend to their 
| | view 


- (a) VorTare's <afttire drawn by the Archbiſhop of 
Auch is too  maſterly a performance not to find a place 
here. How bitter an enemy to religion has France 
* nurſed and reared in the perſon of the boaſted Poet 
* of our age! What ſwarms of thoughtleſs diſc: ples 
„ {well the train of this celebrated Preacher of Incre- 
„ dulity * ? — Ungratcful-to his benefaQtors and to bis 

Bi” | country, 
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view an accurate account of the charabter 
e manners of the Leader of the Phi- 


a ws lofophical 


* country, 2 proud Philoſopher; 2 eontemptible A pot. 
tale born for the misfortune of his age, and the loſs 
* of an ivfinite nanuher of fouls, in what eſlimstion | 
* can he 2 Kd by men I ſenſe, Ft are e witneſſes 


* Go and nate? He Bakers lizmfelf with the hopes 
© of immortal fame, but if Hiſtory conſign his name d 
„ Poſlerity, what will be the opinion of fucceeding 

generations? That there lived an author, whoſe va- 
a flows talents were employed to mukiply literary pro- 
et -affions from'a vile motive of avarice, a'vagrant ba. 
** viſhed from his country, and ſtrolling from one 
* kingdom to another. Philoſopher withous 
w any fixed principles c or ſyſtem, chopping; about with, 
« every breath of wind, and ever ready to ſacriſice truth 
and reaſon to the brilliancy of a' conceit, A faith» 
"Iefe hiſtorian, who obtrudes his own. ideas for fats, 
and courts fiction to throw an air of ridicule on every 
thing that is held ſacred: A Poet, who would have 
* excelled if he had confined his attention to fewer ob- 
5 objects. But by what ſcandalous indeceneies has 
* he diſhononred this tale nt?—— Time will diſperſe 
6 * the charm, to which he owes his reputation Deſ- 
« Pair prompts him to attack religion which alarma 
«a * him. How often, has the fear, of death carried ter- 


= rar 
3232 4 i | 


46 * 

1ofophie band. Vorraikt attacks the 
worthy Prelate with his uſual weapons, "He 
calls him & fool, a blockhead who can nieith r_ 
read nor write, He ranks him wh the 
loweſt claffes of mankind, and makes fre- 
quent ule of their language to inſult bim. 
His words will not bear a repetition, and be 
concludes by upbraiding him with money 
which he pretends to have lent his nephew. 
Now T would aſk à man of common fenle 
this plain quellion: Would i it not have been 
better for VotrAIAE never to have learned 
to write or read, than to diſhonour Tn talents 
by lo ſcandalous, an Wule of them!” 
Mr. L pille br PoxtPronan; abe 

of Puy in Velay, of a family dear to reli- 
gion and to letters , equally intitled to admi- 
ration by his talents, and reſpe& by bis 
apoſtolical virtues, thought it his duty to 


« rorand diſmay to his conſeienee 5 fe ſhall one 

4% day remember the evils he has brought on Jeruſelerk ; 

© but will not the tears he ſheds in a foreign land be 
«* thote of an Antiochus p Nunc ve remin * matorum 

«6. ; "I 0, vb ' 3 
2 feci in Jeruſalem.” 9 | 
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( 42 ) 
take ſome notice of the errors and blaſphe - 
mies of our incredulous philoſopher. Vor- 
TAIRE, who had long pratiſed the arts of 
calumny againſt the innocent and the vir- 
tuous, addreſſed two long letters to the Pre- 
late from an American Quaker. The Ca- 
nadian Savage would have been more pa- 
ring of i injuries and impertinencies. 


*. 


Tue Sorbonne cenſured, | a romance en- 
titled BELISAIRE, wherein a ſubje& ſounds 
to arms againſt, religion. Vor TAIRE in- 
ſulis this learned body with low buffoonery, 
without he leaſt mixture of wit or pleaſan- 
try. (a) He addreſſes a burleſque paſtoral 
inſtruQtion on che ſame ſubject to the Arch- 
biſhop of Paris, equally, diſtinguiſhed by his 
birth, bis rank, and his virtues, under the 
name of the Anchgishor or CaxTER- 
anz: 


The learned Abbé Non oTEz publiſhes a 
wu judicious firiftures on his GENERAL 


(a See the Three e in a PEbitre 
al Empereur de la Chine. 1 


2131 2 2 His- | 


22 

Hrisrony, He every where employs the 
arms, which reaſon, truth and good-breed- 

ing furniſh, he points out to him the falſe. 
maxims he has attempted to eſtabliſh, the 
texts which he has mutilated, and the bold 
abſurd conjectures which he has advanced; 
he proves that he has dwelt on fatts ground. 
leſs and falſe, that he has adopted equivocal 
and ſuſpicious teſtimony, that he has diſho- 
doured himſelf by injurious language, and 
by a ſtyle which any other author would 
be alhamed to employ. In ſhort Mr. No- 
NOTE convinces the hiſtorian of a manifeſt 
deſign to deceive his readers, he expoſes his 
impieties, he refutes them with ſolid argu» 
ment and inflexible reſolution, How does 
VoLTAIRE behave on the occaſion? Is he 
ready to confeſs himſelf in the wrong and 
proud of retrafting whatever he had faid 
againſt the intereſts of truth and religion? 
By ſuch a behaviour as this he would have 
mn (a) the moſt clamorous of his an- 

I | . e 


| 00 v {bauld have dare W advice he 
birks in his Letters on Orpirues. Thaſe who crvucit- 
| Wo * my 


( 44 ) 
agoniſts to 2cknowledge, that though he was 
- miſtaken, he meant yell; that, his ſears and 
j-alpuſies proceeded from. an honeſt princi- 
ple; that he never was an enemy to the 
Dignitaries of the Church any farther than 
as they appeared to him to be enemies of 
religion... Inſtead of this be calls his adver- 
ſary an ignorant, proeſumptuous, raſh puppy, a 
lbeller, a Taſeal, and a monſier, &c, Thus 
did this old Rager in ĩniquity abandon himſelf 
to all the extravagance of youthful. rage. (a) 
Thus did bis enyenomed pen diſtill the: ran- 
cour of fretful calumny and unprovoked 
{atire againſt every exalted charaſter, om 
ee name in man : | 


9 j 
4 


% my Works will ha me; T ſhall make no reply, 
but in endeavour . their obſervatious. 


la] He modeliy calls 45 Archbiſhop of Paris an 
Abſurd Fellow ; the Biſhop of Annecy, a Fanatic anda 
Hypocrite 3 his own Cutate, an ignorant Sot ; the Abbe 
DesronraixxSs, 4 Spdomite ,- Biſhop WarpurTON, 4 Dif. 
believer 5 MAurkxrols, a Sehool-bey ; Mr. DE "POOR 
NAN, 4 Fool aud a Blockhead J. J. Roussrar, a Dog. 


— 


In 


64 
In foreign coumries VoLTAiRE ſome- 
times loſt the reſpett due to Sovereign Prin- 
ces, who had allowed him an honourable re- 
treat. He might have paſſed his time very 
agreeably in Pruſſia; but he took ſome in- 
decent liberties with the King. He wrote 
the moſt atrocious ſatires againſt his ſavou- 
rites; and publiſhed libels in which no cha. 
rafter was ſpared, no rank»reſpetted.” Theſe 
writings were burnt by the hand of the exe- 
cutioner in all the ſquares of Berlin. It was 
upon this occaſion that the King of 'Pruflia 
made him this ſarcaſtie ſpeech; Tdo not _ 
niſh you, hecuiſe I invited you into my domi- 
nions: I do not withdrawiyour penſion, be- 
. Cauſe I gave it you, but 7 forbid you ever to 255 
pear in my preſence. However Vor TainE 
did not loſe courage; he employed every 
art to dring about a reconciliation with the 
King, and in ſome degree he ſucceeded, 
But finding that he could never recover his 
confidence, and that Berlin could no longer 
be an agreeable reſidence for him, he ſoli- 
cited and obtained leave to drink the waters 
at r On bis arrival at Leipzig, 


he 


Ser 
— — - —— . — * 47 — 
- — 2 —— : * : c "I 1 A 
uy ror 
— he Eee — — — — —— * * © — uy 


#3 
T 
3 
7 
YES 7 
* F 
A . 
* 3 
* 
q #3 
1 
% 
is 
AY. 
* 
5 
13 
2 
he by 
DL 
7 1 
133 
4 * 
11 
1 ＋ 
A+ 
4 . 
. 
5 vey 8 
'7 RI 
157 
= xt 
* 
5 20 
N 
£ 
4 g 
== 7 
* 
= = 
- "on - 
F, > 
£ 3 
F / 6 
1 
18 
3 TY 
"Y | * 
'$ 2 
by x; 
< 
- 14 0 
N 
2 f 
$ BY; 
ww +. 
1 79 
* 
— 0 
— I 4 
" 7 
& »<; 
+ 6 
M05 
1 70 
1 
1 
* 
0 2 
och 
; it 
. fy 
* A 
T3 
OP 
* 
7 + 
10 
I 
1 
4 12 
* a 
© 4x 
* 4 
> 
1 1 
5 
* - 
as 
1 : 
2 : 
67 J 
4 
AX b 
Yo 
: { 
2 
-BV 1 
1 . 
1 i». 
J „ 
7 
9 
$4 
4 
"P 4 
* 
N 
5 1 
* 
* 
s, 7 
© I 
, 14 
2 15 
P 


——— 


ir e 


3 


— 
7 4 
* * — — Fc L 4 1 * 122 oa 
e e ee cap HAT 
8 1 r . 
— — Fo _— — AS: . * 
— e = x 
** * * * 1 an is — 
Y 4 * 


— — — FI Bs * © 
92 ˖ — — — 4 


3 7) * 


—— — 


1 


— — ů ů — — ⁊ͥ— ZV .. * 
WS 


\ 7 — 
0 
Ly 
2 ˙² DE OG 
g " 


( 46 ) 

he loſt fight of his promiſes and of 5 re- 
pentance, and publiſhed ſome! freſh” ſatires. 
The K ing ſhocked at fo flagrant a prevari- 
cation wrote bim a letter in the ſtrongeſt 
terms of reſentment and reproach. The 
Prince bad diſcovered his real intention, 
which was not to go to Plombieres. He 
ſtopt at Francfort, and publiſhed a ſatire en- 
utled The Private Life of the King of 
Pruſſia. The Monarch ſeeing with indig- 
nation, that a man of fo profligate a cha- 
raſter was ſtill honoured with the Inſignia of 
his Ordeis, commanded him ta be arreſted 
and confined till he ſent back the crols, the. 
contract and his poetry. VotrAIRE deli- 
vered i into the bands of the Pruſſian Reſi- 
dent che Chamberlain's key and the croſs, 
with a promiſe that he would reſtore the reſt, 
when be recovered his baggage. The ma- 
giltrates of Francfort, willing to treat him 
with lenity, allowed him the liberty of the 
town, on his giving. a promiſe. in writing, 
that he would not go out of it without their 
permiſſion. VorTAiRE promiſed every 
thing, and broke his promiſe. A few days 
hy bad 


— 
—— 


( 47 ) 

had elapſed, when it. was publicly. known 
that he had left the town. A_ detachment 
ol ſoldiers overtook him and brought him 
back. He was now committed to priſon, 
and guarded by a file of grenadiers, The 
following declaration procured him his li- 
berty. | 


I am a dying man, I proteſt before 
* God and man, that though I have quitted 
<<. his ' Pruſſian Majeſty's fervice, I am ſtill 
 * equally attached to that Prince, equally 

ready to obey his commands during the 
* ſhort remainder of my life. He arreſted 
% me at Francfort for a book of poetry, of 
which he had made me a preſent: I am 
« willing to remain in priſon, till the book 
4 be ſent back from Hamburgh, where I 
& left it, I have delivered into the hands 
f the Pruſſian Reſident all the letters 1 
* had received from his Majeſty, and which 
* had preſerved as precious marks of his 
« goodneſs to me. He fill inſiſts on the 
4 delivery of a contract that paſſed. be- 
<& tween us, and I declare my readineſs to 

66 reſtore 


„ 

. reſtore it the moment it is found,” This 
«/ ywrititig; which is not properly ſpeaking a 
contract, but the effef of his * Majeſty's 
** goodneſs, being of no ſort of conſequence, 
© contained nothing but my thanks as well 
for the penſion Which his Pruſſian Majeſty 
Vas pleaſed to grant me, with the per. 
“ miſſion of the King my maſter, as for that 
2 he granted to my Niece after my deceaſe, 
t and for the crols, the Chamberlain's key. 
0 „ I declare myſelf a traitor to tbe 
(e. K ing of France my maſter, and io the 
e King of Pruſlia, if I do not reſtore that, 
« paper the moment I get it into my pof- 
« ſeſſion. My niece, who attends me dur- 
« ing my illneſs, pledges herſeif by a ſimilar 
„ oath to reſtore. it, if ſhe finds it. And in 
the mean time, till; I can have acceſs to 
25 my papers at Paris, I annul the ſaid writ- „ 
< ing, declaring that I claim nothing in my 
i preſent diſtreſſed ſituation, but the com- 
paſſionm which his Royal Magnani 
6 mity cannot refuſe to a dying man. 235 
$3 oa'>; e to dietate _—_—_— 1 
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(l 
am unable to write, and I ſign it with the 
moſt profound reſpett and the maſt pun- 


4 gent ſorrow, &c, 
6 „ | 


This diſgrace, his impriſonment, and a 

fill more humiliating operation (a) ſunk 
his ſpirits for a time. But the florm blow- 
ing oyer, he ſoon forgot the reſolutions. and 
vows. he had. formed on the tempeſtuqus 
clement. New. epigrams, freſh fatires 
againſt the King of Pruſſia announced his 
relapſe, and for ever ſhut againſt him-the 
entrance into a kingdom, where he might 
e Ned in caſe and. Pender, 


Baviſhed Hons the wii of a great 
King, driven from England, proſcribed in 
his own country, watched by the Powers of 
Jones n and n by booed. men 


(a) A moſt ſevere drubbing given „ order of che 
King of Pruſſia, who commanded the operator to take 
2 receipt in, full from Vor ranx. He comp:ied with 


the candivion, and made the beſi cwppltion he could. 
| G of 


( 50.) 


of all parties, where ſhall be find ptoteftion ? 


He cannot return into Oy: _ 


TT Ex 4 a  t+ 


(a) SranisLaus, 2 pious and learned Prince, had in- 


vited Vor rA IRE into Lorraine, but he could not long 
- conceal his real character. As this unfolded iiſelf, the. 
Prince withdrew his confidence. During his reſidence 
there he wrote the following letter to Don Carer 2 
—— Monk and Abbot of Senxones, dated Lune 

'« Sir, I prefer ſolitude to Courts, and great men 
* to u - I ſhould be happy to ſpend a feiy weeks 
with you and your books: I ſhould: want nothing 
& but a warm cell, and if you would allow me. a little 
© mutton and a few eggs, I ſhould prefer the temperate 
et meal to the dainties of- 2 koyal table, 1 ſhould not 


©+ forgive myſelf if I had been fo near you without 


„having the honour to ſee you. I am deſirous to re- 
© ceive inſtruktion ſrom the man whoſe books have 
© © formed my taſte, and draw knowledge from its 
a6 ſource, I hope you will not refuſe me that plea- 
„ ſure; I will be one of your Monks, it will be a viſit 
from Pauli to Antony. Pleaſe to let me, know if 
you will receive me, and I will take the earlieſt op- 
4 portunity of viſiting that ſeat of wiſdom.” Dax Car- 


- wer returned a moſt polite anſwer, and granted luis. 


requeſt, Vouraizt waited upon him at Sennones. and 


| appeared to be charmed with the piety of the Monks, 


the candour and 6iplicity of the illuſtrious Abbot to 


* 
> i : of * ö 
- A 14 : 


whom 


a 


"x , 


„ 

The penetration of this benevolent Prince; 
who is the delight of that Province, becauſe 
he ſecures its happineſs, eould not long be 


deceived-; and he heartily deſpiſed the cha- 
racter of a man whoſe talents deſerved his 


eſteem. After many fruitleſs enquiries and 


rediousgourneys, he at length fixes his reſi- 


dence at the gates of Caray near the 2 


3 TIC $5 * # 
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*. 25 made this viſit. He ene admiras 
uon of Dux Caluzr and his profaupd erudition, that 


his Nephew and Coadjutor having procured a portrait 


of bis — 6 Vorralixx ſent him * following —Y 


w be written niider W be ATED TO . 

it 15 00! „ 

Da oracles home gue « Dew deigna nous * 

| Son travail alldu a Tobſeyrite 
. II fir plus. il les erut avec fimplicie,” | 

E: fat pat ſes actions digne de les entendte. Sh 1. 


If "6 Monk was pleaſed Wull the .omplimen, his vas 
nity ſogn received a ſevere check. Qux Poet now com- 


me need Divine, and ſet about expqunding 1 the Holy 


Scriptures. _ He made ſome uſe of his former friend 
Don CAIAxx. He copied from his learned Difertzions 


every obje&tion, but ſuppreſſed | bis anſwers. To pre- 


clude. the ſuſpicion of Plagiariſm, he abufes the Monk. 


calls him 4 fupid eutiter, without Judgment, and. withore 


of. 


1 * Qriking 7 of his 3 
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of his friend Mr. VIXMEZT. The, cloſe 


conneRion, which had long ſubſiſted between 
this Theologian and our Philoſopher, was 


 cetnented by frequent interviews. Their 
friendſhip would have been more laſting, if 


Vorrat had not found his friend guilty 
of the unpardonable erime of religion. 
Vzantr might have entertained ome hopes 
of his converſion, but at length deſpairing of 


4occel;be toldbim Mat beifhould-always be 
vappy io bee him, provided be would zetam 
from mirth and raillery on religious lub· 5 
jets. Vor rain promiſed to reſpekt the © 


opinions, and to follow the advice of his 
friend, but comindec to revile religion, and 
treat it with che moſt odi ous imputations. (a) 
In my 57 Mis VERNET ceaſed to vile 5 4 


(a) What an Erreßetus and Giſkonoutable hate at- 
wit aud talent! 25 Religion will reckon among her ene- 
dates, a "Celfus, a Tidian, * a Sobinius, a a" Bayle; but woe be to 
the men hd flattered with the honour of ereQing ſchoots 
of e error 1 9 iniquity 72 * : dia- down upon themſelves 
the haxrox and e execration, of the good. and the wiſe of 
all counties ; and of all ages. *" Regus, de Mr. Jah de 
Fleury contre 1 Die. Pal, & Plain. N 


4 


4 
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receive him, and being thus, diſengaged 
from all ſocial ties, he expoſes and refutes” 
his errors.  Vou.2ains-declares/ war by a 
libel,. wherein the. Profeſſor of Geneva is 
very indecently handled. - Vary £7 pre- 
tended not to know from what. quarter the 
blow was levelled ; but his ſilent contempt 
only animated VO TAIRR's ardour in the 
proſecution of hoſtile meaſures. His anta- 
goniſt publiſhes Critical Letters of an Engliſh 
Traveller in two volumes. This work ſhews 
great zeal and greut learning in the defence 
© ef religion. The Philoſophic Oracle dif. 
perſes two libels, wherein falſehood and fa- 
tire are diſplayed without ſhame or reſerve. 
The picture of Mr. VE Rx Ex is finiſhed up 
1 in colours the moſt glaring and offenſive. 
E 3 ; The Republicans of Geneva, ſhocked at the 


iber * * 0 pgs. 1 character, (a) 


3 7 


FR 
SY 


a) The Republic of Geneva entertilned ſuch a jea - 
touly of Vor ra ix 's defigns, and ſuch a contempt for his 
conduct, that the ſevereſt edicts weie publiſhed | to pre- 
— vent all communication between their you. b and him. 


"8 His Philoſophical Hay was condemned to the 
4 ” Bart,” 


as» 
: 


Fo iſſue 


* „ 


Mie letters of proſeription againſt the Phi- 


Jofopher, and baniſh him from the borders 
of their" lake. Luckily” for him there re- 


mained a itte infulated ſpot intitled to the 2 
nights of neutrality in ibe adjacent country: 
This prevented his putting-an end to an ex- 
Mence, which could not be protrafted-be- 


vond the F poſſibility 10 a, local reſidence. 


Ferney afforded a ſaſe retreat, but the pro- 


tedtion af his friends; was neceſfary, but 
ſcarce ſufficient io calm his diſquiet and re- 


move his fears. His door is now opened to 


: x 
. 

; Ab 3 "edn along ſchool 

* = _ 4 * 4 14 5 It 2 * l 4 3 7 
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(a), The, A of ha „ Amiphilofophic Nabe, 
ſpeaking of the Academy ere ted by VotrrA iE at Fer- 


ney, makes the following obſervation. e Let us ſup- 8 


* poſe, fays he, chat a fer of people could riſe, who 
*hovid make it their bufinefs, from principle and pro- 
| *+ F:ſlion, todcery the ſervice of the Prince, and ſhould 
** arrogate' to themſelves. the liberty of canvaſfing his 
orders wath freedom, and of rejecting them with con. 


** tempt 3 who ſpeak of his perfon without zelpeR, and 


„ r1gicule and explode the honours paid to his exalted 


5 Harion ; who treat wüb tontempt a 2eal for his ime- 


" zeſt 2d A alin to facrifice life and forwne i m his 


a © N 


* 4 


oY mu 
cauſe 2 


> 3 


* 


** * : 

fchool- of. indpiaey! have been iſſued pams 

. 7 n and romances equity: 'calcu- 
„ 981 1} 4+ git 10 1 lated 


* 91 
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* cauſe :'In ſhort who eagerly ſeize every opportunity 
to inſult Majeſty, aud weaken the foundations of Co- 


verument. I would a this. one queſtions. would 
IT men of this character be tolerated, or would hey. be 
| * proferibed by the Jaws of every civilized country? 

No there hath ariſen a ſociety of incredulous nder | 
* tines, and I will venture to call Yocratas their Lez- 
der, who with indecent mirth ſeoff at things the moſt 
15 * ſacred, and aim by all means in their power to bring 
© the ſervice of God into diſciedit'; who appear in 
open rebellion againſt the Supreme Being, who-woale 

& willingly efface from the miuds of men the idea of is 

© omnipotence, and level him with the imaginary Dei- 
ties of antiquity ; Who. make no account of hie com- 
„ mandments or his worſhip; who conſider the hagaure 
„ paid to him as a ſenſeleſi ſuperſlition; who world 

«+ deprive him of his votaries and deſtroy his altas 

* Such men do exiſt, and their increafing numbers con- 

* eiliaze reſpect, command attention and enſure impu- 

* nity... However they are ſaid to be very honeſt men- 
Aon chis is a language I could never underſtand- 

1 The character of an honeſt- man is here ſtrongly me- 
-, **tamorpholed;2 Set religion aſide, and he is 6 very ho- 
e neſt man. It is an odd exception, however; bet r- 

75 : hm * ſays 3 He is @ very 
$:. vs | Ko „ 


& £%. & &W 


lated to offend delicacy of ſentiment, to 


alarm innocence, and ry corruption into 
the boſom of religion and of the State. 


Works which have corrupted the morals of 


our capital, where in defiance of the ſevereſt 


ordinances they are expoſed. to public ſale, (a) 


and have produced. an aſtoniſhing revolu- 


tion in Pr ces the moſt attached to the 
religion of their. forefathers and the wells 


of iy ** 


lens, 8 is wanting to 45 ok nia 
duty of man, he .zefuſcs to acknowledge and adore his 
* Creator ; Ho is a very honeſt man, but he labours tio 
** weaken, to deſtroy every principle of ſocial confidence, 
And adopts no rule gf human action, but his intereſts, 


nis pleaſures hd his paſſions. In ſhort he is a very 


© honeſt man, without faith or law; place him in cer- 


enen and your” will know cad os valve _ 
ae ob f pj ; 


2 e eee W 
viſbed to ſnd the Fucelle, Emiljus, Baylo's Ditipnary, 
Ke. expoſed io public ſale at the | Palais /Royal, the 
Txilleries, Ke. I concluded. chat the Police was il 


faxyed, aydtharis l. Shi not be amifs to drop a hint | 


that:the connivance of the Subalterns droughs- che cells 


of theie 2 PE | 
8 EY Vorrainz 15 


G 


enten ever "zealous in the cauſe of 
Wangen was equally ſtrenuous in his en- 
deavours to promote its progrels, and ſen- 
lible to the indifference and the inattivity of 
his aſſociates. He called upon his friends 
at Paris in terms of ſevere reprehention to 
-follow his example. (a) Previdence pre- 
vented the effects of an animolity which 
might have ended in a philoſophical perſe- 
cution, by ſtriking the pen from the hands 
of the Patriarch, and viſiting him with an 
illneſs which inclined him to pardon the 
lukewarm efforts of time-ſerving philolo- 
phers, and to court the ſavour and the ſo- 
| only of orthodox chriſtians. 
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(a) Moxs. A. . is a man of too much honour 

to diſpuie the authenticity of the following anecdote. 

Volraixr wrote an angry letter to his fiiends at Paris, | 

repiwaching them with their floth and inaQtivity, He 

was anfwered, that a man with an income of 5000 1. 

a year might write at his eaſe in a foreign county; 
but they would adviſe diſcretion if he lived in the ſame 

ſheet with the NN gi e next door to * 

C i 


— — 


ay a ; 
4 1 
4 f 
1 
. Nr 
92 
＋ 
9 
1 2 
ns | 
SY 
"1 
* bo | 
£ HY 
UN 1 
11 
4 
«81 5 
Wit * 
3 
o 
* 
4 
bs 
9 
1 * 
1 
"= 
1} 
A. 
” 30 
2 
Xt ' 
. "37 
1 
i I 
* 
4 U 
(4 10 
14 . 
A 
þ 4! 
= 
- 
\ 3 
74 
: 
1 
” 


„ 
. * 7 
14, — * © * * „* W — — * ' 1 
. _ * 


— > —. 
2 — 1 
— _ - zz - 
— I a — ü— 2 — nw — 


OOO ts 2 ————— 


"CW 3 


The years 1768, 1769 furniſhed ample 
materials to the public papers in retrafta- 

tions, confeſſions and communions of the 
celebrated Mr. Vol TAIRE. (a) He him- 


ſelf 


(a) The ſeveral retractations and profeſſions of faith 
publiſhed by Vorralre, were deligned to ſerve very 
different purpoſes. In the year 1743, he was expelled 


the French Academy on account of his blaſphemous 1 


writings. A man of ſenſe would have improved the hu- 
miliation to his advantage, but the ambition of. Vor- 
TAIRE was not to be checked, At the end of three 
years a vacancy happens in that learned ſociety, and 
Vorraine boldly ſtands forth a candidate for their ſuf- 
frages. They repreſented to him that the cauſe of his 
former expulſion fill ſubliſted, and muſt ever prove an 
inſurmountable obſtacle in his way to literary honours, 
Vorraixt took the hint, publiſhed a confeſſion of faith, 
a retractation of his licentious writings; and offered 
himſelf again to the clectors. The Academicians ac- 
cepted his ſubmiſſion, forgot what was paſt, hoped for 
better times, received the Nerphyte, and liad ſoon rea- 
ſon to repent of their eredulity. Soon after his recep- 
tion, a point of ſome intricacy was propoſed to their 
diſcuſſion. Mr. DAxcnzr had the misfortune to diſſent 
from VoLTA1RE on this occaſion. The latter ever jea- 
lous of the ſceptre to which he thought himſelf intiiled, 
| vented 


ſelſ recommended and preſſed the publica. 
tion of them. We ſhould be happy to have 
it in our power to congratulate him on the 
{incerity of the ſteps he made towards Chriſ- 


tianity in the month of April 1768. But the 


moſt indulgent charity cannot ſuggeſt mo- 
tives to repreſs the public indignation which 
prevailed at that time againſt him. The 
Biſhop of Annecy was lo little fatisfied of 
the uprightneſs of his intentions, that, having 


been informed of his Paſchal Communion 


in the pariſh-church of Ferney, and his diſ- 
courſe on theft and robbery, he thought it 
his duty to write him a letter, dated April 
11, 1768, in terms of the moſt paternal 


tenderneſs and paſtoral ſolicitude. He af 


ſured him of his moſt ſincere wiſhes, that 
his converſion might be acceptable in the 
| ſight of God, but he could not help hinting, 


' vented his paſſion in terms of great warmth and aſperity. 
| FoxTEXELLE, the polite, the wiſe, the honeſt Foxrs - 

NELLK could not help ſaying ; Indeed, Mr. Vorraint, 
Fur; conduct plainly I Miſtes tlie reluflance ber Which we 
luce ibed zun qmang ff us. | 


HB 


1 


( 60 ) 
that ſome Neps ſhould be taken to reconcile 
the minds of the Faithful, and wipe away a 
Kain which his late Communion had fixed 


on him by circumſtances which had imme- 
_ n and lolltarcd! it. | 


VorTarns's anſwer a tbe Bi- 
ſhop, that his return to Cbriſtiarity had not 
totally eradicated the ſeeds of modern Phi- 
loſophy. He expreſſed great aſtoniſhment 


at the contents of the letter he had received: 


inſtead of entering into the pious views of 


. the writer, he dwelt largely on ibe great 


good he had done among his vaſſals: (a) He 
put him in mind of the Church be had 
* 7 and e more ambitious of 
a! 80 i eee diſtinction 


2004 If a 8 ian in . teclive of * life 
a fe ſacrifices of riches to paide could atone for habitual 
blaſphemy, perjury and debauchery, the acquiſuion of 
virtue could not be accounted hard, but ſuch viitue e would 


not be worth acquiring. 


— 


= (3 P = Rong ſort, ſays Surxlock, let. 25. was à thea- 

tre which diſplayed every kind of ambition. He aimed at 

axever/al monarchy in the literary world, Riches and ho- 
n urg 


66 
diſtindtion by this fabric, chan deſirous to 
edify his neighbour. He then enters into a 
bitter enumeration of the many injuries and 
calumnies with. which he had been loaded, 
and in a Poſtſcript attempts to juſtify the 
ſermon which he had preached on Eafter 
Sunday, by alledging a pretended right of 
the Lord of the Manor to inſtru@ his vaſ- 
fals, when be preſents the bleſſed bread. 


4 


The Biſhop of Annecy did not acquieſce 


in thele ſentiments, but on the 2 zth of 
April wrote him the following letter; “ Sir, 
I cannot but be ſurpriſed” at the affetta- 
& tation with which you paſs over the moſt 
&« eſſential part of my letter to inſinuate that 
% J had approved of your Communion, 


„ which gave equal offence to Proteſtants 
C85 T5% | - + 1 Ca #- | J ; 


nours were his purſuits, and he. ſucceeded ++ . About twelve 
years ago, he erefled a Maufoleum at ihe fide of his Church, 


- facing lis Manfion-houſe. Thete is nothing extraordinary 


in the Church, which is ſmall, but a gilded figure on the al. 
far without a crucifix. It is ſaid ia repreſent himſelf, fit. 
tie always was ambitious of founding a religion. 


and 


« — — pat v 

— — 5 S 1 . n _— 
* * _ 8 * 
4 — — — —— - — — — — — - * _ —2 —— — — — — — - 
—— — — — — — — — oe — — — — LH 2 
22222 ˙ A To ñ̃] ... —. 8 

2 3 i a 1 FTE SES —— — p — 8 © * 2 
— — = . — — £ UTE Ents, 2 wo : * 


— 
—— 


— 
— — 
2 * 


— 
r 


G2—  - 


a 7 — — 
he U— — ot 
= n 7 

8 „ 2 
— 
- —— — 


— 2 2 — 


— 
n 
OI af... ons oe 


662 

„ and Catholics, It gave me à great deal 
* of real uneaſineſs, and if I could appre- 
* hend you wanted inſtruction, I ſhould 
% think it my duty, as your Biſhop and 
5 Paſtor, to repreſent, that in a caſe, where 
public ſcandal has been given, as well by 
publications which are attributed to you- 
as by a total ceſſation of every add of reli- 
gion for ſeveral years together, 'a truly 
* Chriſtian Communion required on your 

** part a previous recantation, and a repa- 
« ration of the unfavourable impreſſions 
„made on the minds of the Faithful, . and 
« hat till theſe conditions are complied vith, 
© no miniſter, who knows his duty, either 
on could, or ever can, abſolve you, or ad- 
6 mit you to the * table. 


The Biſhop was not immoderate in his 
demands. A great foul returning fincerely 
to God ſtands in need of no arguments to 
be convinced, that the leaft reſerve muſt 
vitiate and diſgrace his repentance. St. 
AveusrtINE, a Genius at leaſt equal to 
Vo LTAIRE, needed no motive to bewail 

| his 


4. 


N 
his paſt errors and tranſgreſſions; he was 
not ſatisfied with a ſingle diſcourſe on theft, 
of which VoLTAIRE ſhould have been, not 
the preacher, but the hearer. (a) The Pre- 
late proceeds next to refute the pretended 
right of Lords of the Manor to harangue the 
people from the pulpit. He concludes his 
pious and inſtructive epiſtle, by ſtating to 
him the difference between the true ſpixit of 


(a) It is publicly known, that Vorrarze prafliſed 
many little arts and mean ſhifis to promote the ſale of 
his works. Many ſpurious editions were publiſhed, and 
the ſame copy was ſold to two or three different Prin” 
ters. One Fore, a Bookſeller at Rouen, has reſcued his 
name from oblivion, by a cauſe in Which he was Plain- 
giff and the Philoſopher defendant. The action was laid 
for the recovery of damages from the defendant, who 
had cauſed his ruin, the loſs of his miſtreſs, and a refu- 
fal to pay 14> piſtoles he owed him, after reducing him 
to the greateſt diſtreſs. The Counſel for the Plaintiff 

painted Vor rAtxx in ſuch odious colours, that he loſt 
no time to purchaſe a ſuppreſſion of the pleadiogs, and 
to ſettle an annuity on rhe Plaintiff for life. Poor Jona 
was not the only ſufferer by the inſidious. arts of this 
author, but perhaps he was the only one that choſe to 
acknowledge that he had been his dupe. Mem. des Ub, . 


religion 


664 
religion, and the vain preſumption of mo- 
dern e 6 | 


Vol rains anſwer to this letter is dated 
the 29th of April. He complains of the 
vile arts by which his conduct had been miſ- 
repreſented to the Biſhop, gives a glance at 
the ſervices he had done his pariſh, ard 
concludes with a perſett acquieſcence in the 
unfathomable deſigns of Providence, to 
which he abandons all the faculties of his 


veing, his faults, and his NI: 


| This was followed by an 1 anſwer from the 
Biſhop of Annecy, dated May 2, the ſame © 
year, in which he undertakes to juſtify thoſe 
whom VoLTairE charged with having miſ- 
reprelented his condutt. He repreſents to 
him, that all Europe being in poſſeſſion of 
his writings, it was idle to brand particular 
perſons with the odious name of informers ; 
that he has only himſelf to blame for having 
reduced him to the neceſſity of a public re- 
cantation. He exhorts him to diſavow the 
works attributed to him, and if he really be 

1 ths 
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the author, to retratt them. He concludes 
thus; 7 ſhall now leave you to your own re- 
Fettions ; our literary correſpondence muſt now 
ceaſe, till, by an unreſerved return to God, you 
afford me an opportunity of convincing you of 
the uprightneſs of my intentions, and my fi ncere 
deſire of your ſalvation, which will ever be inſe- 
baruble from the 6 85 with which I am, &c. | 


VoLTaiss could not avoid makin "2% 
reflections on the advice of the Biſhop. 
Inſtead of anſwering his letter he ſet about 
the work of his converſion, (a) Was he fins, 
cere in his proceedings? I ſhould be forry, 
to pronounce that he was not. The follows, 


(4); Vouraing felt the whole force of Pascau's rea- 
ſoning, c. 7. of his Penſees, where. be proves that it is, 
every man's. iutereſt to believe the truth of a revealed, 
religion. He treats this matter j in a very maſterly man- 
ner, and ſuggeſts the moſt alarming ideas to the mind of 
the Unbeliever. But if there ſhould be anther life © if 
there ſhould bea hell They doubt, they fear, and the 
next ſtep muſt cither be repentance or deſpair. If they 
do not want inclination, at leaſt. they want power to ap- 
Pear wane han they really are. | 


I og 
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ing fats may enable the reader to to judge for 


himſelf. 


AN ACT OF- INTIMATION TO THE CURATE 


OF FERNEY., 


- . - 
Ib — = g ＋ 


« I Francis Mary DE VoLTAIRE,: 


Gentleman of the Bed-chamber to the 
King, Lord of Ferney, Tournex, &c. 
aged 75 years, being of a weak conſtitu- 
tion, having reached the Church on holy 
Palm Sunday, notwithſtanding his infir- 
mities, and having now been attacked by 
a violent fever, of which proper notice has 
been given to the Curate of Ferney, by 
Mr. Bucros Surgeon, according to the 
laws of the realm, and finding himſelf ta- 


tally unable to go to Church to make his 
Confeſſion and Communion for the edifi- 


cation of his vaſlals, as he wiſhed and i is 
bound to do, and of the Proteſtants by 


whom this country is ſurrounded, entreats 
the Curate of Ferney to do whatever is 


enjoined by the laws _ edits of Parlia- 


ment, 


ö 


n 
& 


* 


| (23 
ment, and by the Canons of the Catholic 


Church, the eſtabliſhed religion of the 
kingdom: A Religion in which the ſick 


« perſon was born, has lived and will die: 


rn 


A Religion, the duties of which he is de- 
termined to pratliſe, as well as to approve 


* himſelf a loyal ſubjett to the King: en- 


66 


” — 


gaging to make all neceſlary declarations, 
all requiſite proteſtations, whether public 
or private, ſubmitting himſelf implicitly 
to the uſual diſcipline, and reſolved to 


* omit nothing that it may be his duty to 


perform; inviting the Curate of Ferney 


* to perform his functions with the utmoſt 
 exaAnels, as well for the edification of 


the Catholics as of the Proteſtants who are 
in the ſaid patient's houſe : the preſent 
ſigned by him and two witneſſes, a copy 
to be left at the Manſion-houſe ſigned 
likewiſe by the patient and the two ſame 
witneſſes: the original and another copy 
left in the hands of the ſaid Curate of 
Ferney by the two under-written witneſ- 


lev with a power of rendering them 
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et public by a Notary, if need ſhould be. 
& March 30, 1769, at ten clock in the 
80 morning. | 
" . Voten. 


6c Bijex, 8 }u 
tn 
* VAGNIERE, wi clles. 


A DECLARATION BY MR. DE VOLTAIRE. 


6c 1 March 31 176g, in the 
7 evening appeared before me, in the pre- 
« ſence of the aller: named vitneſſes, Mr. 
6 FRaxc3s, MARV DE VouTairs, Gentle» 
40 man of the Bed-chamber to the Kiog, 
* one of the forty members of the French 
« Academy, Lord of Ferney, Tournex, 
an Pregny - and Chambeſi, reſiding in his 
* houle aforeſaid, who declared, that ane 
« NoyorTE, heretofore a... Jeſuit, and one 
es | Guyo N, ſtiling himſelf an Abbe, having 
755 publiſhed. certain dull abuſive i libels 
* againſt. him, tending to accuſe the ſaid 
* Mr. pz VouTairs of a want of reſpe& 
to the Catholie religion, it was a duty he 
« owed 


(890 


owed to truth, to honour and piety, to 


aver, that he never cealed to reſpeRt and 


praQiſe the Catholic religion eſtabliſhed 
in the kingdom; that he pardons his ca- 
lumniators; that if he had ever been 
guilty of an indiſcretion that might re- 


dound to the prejudice of religion and of 
the ſtate, he begs pardon of God and his 


country, that he has lived and will die in 
the obſervance of all the laws of the 
kingdom, and in the Catholic religion 
firmly attached to its laws, Done at the 
Manſion-houſe aforeſaid, on the aſoreſaid 


day and month, in the preſence of the 
Reverend Mr. Ap Au Prieſt, heretofore 


a Jeſuit, and of SiO BUROEx, Bur- 


gels of la Balme de Rhin in the territory 


of Geneva, of Mr. CLAUDE STEPHEN 


 Mavc1zs, Jeweller and Goldſmith, and 


of PETER L'ARCHEVEQUE, Syndic, all 


reſiding at Ferney, and called in as wit- 


x: as Ds VOLTAIRE.” 


ANOTHER 


F 
Li 


L 0-3" 
ANOTHER DECLARATION OF MR. vor- 
TAIRE, ON RECEIVING THE HOLY COM” © 
MUNION. 


* At the aforeſaid manſion of Ferney, 
April 1, 1769, at nine o'clock in the 
* forenoon, appeared Mr. Fa axcis Maxy 
„% pg VoLTAIRE, before the ſaid Notary, 
* and the after named witneffes, and im- 
® mediately after receiving the holy com- 
4 munion from the hands of the Curate of 
„Ferney in his bed, to which he was con- 
« fined by fickneſs, pronounced the follow” | 
” " 85 words: 


Meving NOW God in my mouth, I Mears 


that I fencerely pardon thoſe who wrote calum. 
niating letters to the King againſt me, but did 
not ſucceed in their attempts. (a) 


a) It appears ſomething en e that the par- 
don of enemies ſhould in ſome manner be grounded on 
| their inability to injure him. If this was not the 
mezuing of the convert, why ſhould he add, and who 
| have failed in their wicked deſigns ® In che preſent cir- 
cumftance theſe words mult at leali be idle. : 

Its | «Of 


6 

« Of which declaration Mr! Vor ral 
Fe required an authentic teſlimony, which I 
10 delivered to him in the preſence of the 
© Rev. Mr. PETER Gros, Curate of Fer- 
<« ney aforeſaid, of AnTony ADAM Prieſt, 
6 heretofore a Jeſuit, of Simon Bicex, of 
© CLaup Josten, Capucin of the Con- 
© vent of Gzx, of CLaupd STzenten Mu- 


* ER, goldſmith and jeweller, and PzTzR' 


C L'ARrcH EVEQUE, Syndic of Ferney afore- 
* ſaid, inhabitants and ſubſcribing witneſſes, 
ce at the Manſion, at the hour, on the day, 
month and year aforeſaid. 


VOLTAIRE'S PROFESSION OF FAITH, 


April 16, 1769, In the preſence of me 


e the under-written CLaud Rar ro, No- 
* tary- Royal in the diſtri& of Gex, reſiding 
at Ferney, the Reverend Mr. Parzn 


*© Gros, Prieſt and Curate of Ferney aſore 
& ſaid, PzreR L'ArcuEvVEQUE, Syndic, 


« CLaup Sreexten Maycizs, jeweller 
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* and:gold{mith, Ion BAP TIS T Auro vr 
„ WILLIAM LEWIS Bictx, Maſter of the 
Royal Academy of Surgery at Montpel- 
«© her, and PETER Jacguin, Schoolmaſter, 
did declare, that they were preſent when 
+ Mr. Fzancis Mary ARROUET DE 
© VoOLTAIRE, Gentleman of the Bedcham- 
& her to the King, Member of the French 
* Academy, Lord of Ferney, &c. &c. re- 


ſiding im his Manſion-houſe of Ferney 
r aforeſaid, made the following profeſſion 


of faith on the firſt of April, in the year 
* aforeſaid, about nine o'clock in the morn. 


© ing, before he received the holy Viaticum 
from the aforeſaid Curate of Ferney. 


v J 


* I firmly believe whatever the Catholic, 


C Apoſtolical and Roman Church believes 
« and teaches. I believe in one God, in, 


<* three perſons, really diſtinQ, Father, Son, 
15 and Holy Ghoſt, having the ſame nature, 
6 the ſame divinity and the ſame power; 
* that the ſecond perſon became, man, is 


« called gone Chriſt, died for the falvation,, 


* of 
F . ; 
k : 9 . - * 
„„ 


((i) 


of mankind, eſtabliſhed the Holy Church, 
to whomit appertaineih to judge of the 
true ſenſe of the Holy Scriptures: I allo 
% condemn all, hereſies which the ſaid 
Church has condemned and rezefted, as 
well as all the interpretations and evil 
conſtruftions which may be err there- 


* uno,” 78 4 1 , * 4 ' £5. i wt 15 9x2 4% +» — 
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« It is this 1 and catholic faith, out &4 h 
which no man can be ſaved, that 1 pro- 
fels and acknowledge to be the only true 
one; I ſwear, I promiſe, I engage to 
profeſs and to die in this belief, by the aſ- 
* {iſtance of God's grace. 


« I alſo belive with a firm faith, and pro- 
feſs all and every article contained in the 

Symbol of the Apoſiles, which I have dif. 

tinctly repeated in Latin: I moreover- 
declare, that I have made this profeſſion 

of faith to the Reverend Father Josrru 

a 99 before my confeſſion, 
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(74) 
Sach it iz the depofition on oath of the 


— —— 1 heve del 


+ vered thisteftimony authenticated by me, 


* and by them ſubſided, an 


« orb, E | 
« CAD Joszrx, Capucin, 


* PizxRIE L *ARCHEVEQUE, Syndic, 
* CLavpt ExEXRXE Maucirs, 


£ * 
41 4S 


1 Buckx, Surgeon. 


AUTHENTIC ACCOUNT 


VOLTAIRE's ARRIVAL AT PARIS, 
HIS SICKNESS, AND HIS DEATH, 


Lt r * m as 2 off 


IRED of a folitude in which his pride 
had lately met with the moſt ſenſible 
humiliation ; “ encouraged to hope for im- 
punity from the length of time which had 
r wm ae GIN of the, Decrees 


Nothing could more effectually bumble the pride 
af Voltaire, than the neglect of the preſent Emperor. 
This virtuous and enlightened Prince took 2 particular 
pleafure in the converſation of men of letters at Paris 
and at Rome. He paſſed by the door of the rhiloſa- 
e bher of Ferney, but refuſed to ſee him. 

wi n of 
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of the Parliament of Paris againſt his Writs 


ings and his perſon; invited by his Proſe- 
lytes, either to heal their wounds, or con- 
ceal their weakneſs, the Father of Modern 


Philoſophy quits the ſhady groves of Fer- 
- ney, which he had-often ſung in loſty 


ſtrains, the houſes which he had built, 
and the eaſe, the tranquility which he had 


frequently painted in the glowing colours of 


unaffected complacency, and haſtens to the 
capital of his native country, to court a 
remnant of incenſe on the ruins of a religion 
which he had blaſphemed, of a country which 


he had inſulted and expoſed.* On his 
triumphal entrance into Paris in the begiff. 


Neo Foreigner has exceeded Voltaire in ill-natured 


groundleſs reflections on che French nation. A perſo- 
maul offence was too apt to. make him forgeiful of the 
rules of decency, of honour and of truth, As 2 proof 
of this we need only appeal to his Diſcourſe to the 


Welches, his Verſes on the Ttalians, his Strictures on the 
Germans, his Wit on the Spaniards and Portugueſe, 


England, ſometimes the objekt of his moſt fulſome pa- 


negyric, has felt all the n of his ſatire. _ lits 
Tom. 3. 


nin g 


% 


: Ci 


ning of February 1778, he met mich a re- 
ception that might reconcile him to the dig- 


nity of bis preſent ſituation, and to the loſs 


of the rural beauties of Ferney. The 
CA... D.. et M... thoſe little 
Deities of his own creation, the whole Circle 


of the Literati were put in motion by his 


announced arrival: the B. Aug 
Prev ..... . all the votaries of Apollo eager- 
ly preſſed forward to offer their homage. 
The latter I am informed made an ha- 


rangue, to which he anſwered; I now only 
Ave by you and for you. In ſhort, he way 


their common n and his power was 
po 
e 1 dare 


® It is inconceivable what mean ſervility, what baſe 
adulation were employed by the philoſophie party to | 
ſeed Voltaire s vanity. | They had found the art 10 per- 
ſuade him, that their attachment Was neceſſary to his 
glory, and that he was indebted for ſome ſhare of his 
reputation to their publications. This conſideration 
enſured to them fore degree of «favour, and he con- 


| ſented to ſhare with them the incenſe which they offered 


him. The Public read with jndigustion ſome; of his 


letters, when he ranked Mr. dA, TT and Mr. 
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(4) 
fearce inferior to that of the Great Lama, 
whoſe very excrements were an objeft of 
veneration, Happy was the man who could 
fay; I have ſeen him, he ſpoke to me. On 
his return to Paris he reſolved to go to 
Court, but our gracious Sovereign, ever 


anxious to preſerve the boundaries of ho- 
nour and diſgrace, forbid the enemy of re- 
gal power ® to appear at Verſailles; To 


conſole the hoary Veteran for this freſh bu- 
miliation, the Philoſophic SeQ, unmindſul 
klar: . among the rt witters of thc age. Tn one 

ol them he pays this compliment to Mr. Thomas, Au- 


chor of a Poem entitled Petreide 3 A fſurprifing, revo- 


** Jution has taken place in the matiners of this age, ard 
20 2 poſtepiy v will owe ber e r io 2 = 


2306415200 


The gn Adee bas . to * 
rity a heavy charge againſt: Voltaire, for having advanced 
the Following Propoſnion in a reſpeclable company at 
Lyons; ; H. would be well for the world, if a Cromwell 


fowl ariſe coery fifty years. He coal. only mean that it 


would be happy for mankind, if once in fifty years, a 
Sovereign Piinee ſhould be facrificed to the ambitious | 
views of an ariſul villain; and die. by the hands of the 
Exreutioner. Government will beſt judge how far this 


doftine may tend to ſecure its eaſe and ſtabiliy. . 
OL 


SI 
ol the infirmities of old age, dragged him to 
the Theatre, to receive the Laurel Wreath, 
the deſtined reward of ſucceſsful warriors, and 
formerly preſented to the Great Conde and 
Marſhal Saxe. An Actor was wich diffi- 
 culty prevailed on to renew this public cete- 


mony in favour of a man, whoſe writings 
and conygrſation had been of infinite preju- 


dice to his country, by attacking a religion, 
which is the ſtrongeſt ſupport of the Throne, 


and neceſſary to the ſafety and happineſs of 
the State“. It is hard to 15 whether theſe 


* 


15 The Primitiye Chriſtians reſpecled their hen a8 
the Images of the Divinity, the Guardians of the Law, 
and the Fathers of the People. Not only” fays Ter- 
tullian, 60 Niger, Albinus aud Caſſius were no Chriſ« 

- ** tians, but they were never joined by any one of that 
* Profeflion. . . «We offer up inceſſant vous to Heaven 
« for the Lives of the Emperors, for the eaſe aud proſ- 
* perity of their reign, &c.“ Is this the language of 
modern philoſophy ? Rouſſeau, in his Enalixs, tone. 3. 
p. 200. makes this obſervation ; Modern Coveru- 
ments are indebted to Chriſtianity for the ſolid baſis 
of cheit authority, and their ſceurity from frequent 
4 revolutions,” Monteſquicu, Eſp. des loix, is of the 
lame opinion ; * While the Ottoman Princes are deal- 
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ul-judged honours were of greater prejudiee 
i the mee of tals who d and 

eee e and nee n 
e ſelves, the Chriſtian, Religion renders. Kings leſs daf- 
* tardly and therefore | lefs cruel, The Prince depends 


£44 


„% on the affeQions of * people, js the People on the 
. Prote&on of this Prince, &c." * To che Chriſtian 


Religion alone,” ſays! Beauſobre; Etude de la politique, ” 


bag. 401. . we owe a ſyſtem of Goyeroment equally 


<< favourable to liberty and to leuen. It, has intro: 
6 duced the practice of the laws of bumanity amidſt | 


| « the horrors and devaſtation of war.” In the beginning 


« of the fifth century,” ſays Mr. "Moteau, « Jaws and 
& religion preſerved the Government of Gaul aban- 


Adoned by its weak rulers. By theſe alone it furvived 


* thar authority, triumphed over their conquerors, = 
„adopted milder manners and more ſettled principles 
ie of adminiſtration, Kc. What other Religion, ſays 
10 Me. | Seguier, Reg. 18. Aug. 1770. can boaſt the ad- 
© vantage of baniſhing the ferocious mangers of anti- 
« _ quity? Let Philoſophers learn then that they live 
en a Government, which muſt fall with. Religion, 

6 «ke We might adduce the unſuſpected teſtimony of 
Lord Bolingbroke, and the elegant Hiſtorian of the 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire to evince the 


tendency, the OOTY of Religion to — the Civil 


Power. | 


6 
Conferred, or of thoſe who approved and 
applauded them. As 


To this public exhibition ſucceeded a 
new ſcene of feſtivity prepared by the ſame 
bands, and equally injurious to the reputa- 
tion and the health of their hero. Aſter 
being crowned as a Conqueror, he now 
ſubmits to be received a Free- maſon. The 
repeated acclamations of his deluded Fol- 
lowers were too ſoon ſucceeded by tears and 
lamentations. The honours they thus la- 
viſhed on him, the laurels with which they 
encircled his brows, were too. aptly. com- 
pared to the wreaths which adorn the deſ- 
tined ſacrifice to the altar, and the maſon's 
| trowel appeared no unfit inſtrument to clear 
the earth for his reception, The hurry of 
theſe rejoicings and ſucceeding viſits, added 
to the fatigue of a long journey, heated his 
blood to a degree that threatened the moſt 
fatal conſequences. While every medical 
aſſiſtance was given him, the Abbe Gaul- 
tier, a zealous and reſpectable Clergyman 
of the pariſh of St. Sulpice, wrote to offer 
him e every ſervice 1 in his ſpiritual capacity. 
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AN | EXACT COPY OF A MEMORIAL 
PRESENTED BY THE ABBE GAUL- 
TIER TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF PARIS, 


| CONTAINING 5 


& PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF VOLTAIRE'S 
LAST ILLNESS AND DEATH. 


A LETTER FROM THE ABBE CAULTIER To 
THE ARCHBISHOP OF PARIS. 


OUR Lordſhip is Jefrous to know all : 
that paſſed from Voltaire's arrival at 


Paris till his death. I am happy to have it 


in my power to give you the wiſhed-for in- 
formation, Voltaire arrived at Paris in the 
beginning of February 1778, and lodged at 
the Marquis de Villette's on the Theatin's 
Wharf, Multitudes of people crouded 
about the houſe to have a fight of this cele- 


brated 


( 953 E 
brated Philoſopher. He was the ſubjeQ of 
every converſation, and of many literary 
produQtions in proſe and verſe. I am not 
aſhamed to own, that this abject ſervility 
gave me great uneaſineſs. What! ſaid I to. 
myſelf, is the man who has blaſphemed re- 
ligion, and attacked the moral ſyſtem of the 
Goſpel, reſpetted, courted and almoſt 
adored ? What hurt me ſtill more, was the 
reflection that the preſence of this dange- 
rous man might give credit to the partiſans 
of irreligion. - I begged of God to prevent 
the miſchief which I dreaded from the ma- 
ehinations of this Patriarch of the Unbe- 


Hevers. . In order to check its progreſs I 
took the reſolution to write to this Scaurge 


of his Country in the following terms. 


A LETTER FROM THE ABBE GAULTIER 
TO MR. VOLTAIRE. 


SIR, 


| = have many adnurers, and I ſincere· 
ly wiſh to be one of the number. 
| B | This 


rr 
. — 
—* 


* Vu 
2 N 
COND CESS ft ts noe... + 


— Eg” 
Nr n 
— k 


* ; r 
— —— — — 2 — 
14> ad BER ” Ke * * 
AO A I AED 77: reg Fs ce. 
* ä — — 
- 


ky | 
1 
A 
6 
* 
1 
1 
I 
i 
2 
1 1 
= 
HY 
. 
4 
Y 
1 
. 
* 
x 
< 
* 
1 
13 
. | 
= 
p : 
I \ 4 
1 
: 
: 
, 
« 


| (' 10 ) 

This is a favour which 1 can only obtain 
from you. You have time till, and I have 
many things to ſay to you, if you will give 


me leave to wait upon you. Though I am 


the moſt unworthy of God's miniſters, I will 
ſay nothing that may be thought to diſprace 
my miniſtry, or give you the leaſt offence. 
I can ſcarce flatter myſelf that you will do 
me this honour, but I do aſſure you that I 
will be ever mindful of you in the holy 
facrifice of the Maſs, and will offer my moſt 
feryent prayers for you to the God ef 
Juſtice and of Mercy, by whom your im- 
mortal ſoul may ſoon be called to give an 


will pardon the liberty I have taken to write 
to you. My wiſh is to render you the moſt 
important of all ſervices. I ſhall have it in 


my power to do fo, if aſſiſted by him, who 


makes choice of the weak things of this 
world to confound the ſtrong. ones. I ſhall 


| think myſelf extremely happy to be favoured 


with an anſwer ſuitable to the ſentiments, 
with which, &c. 

Paris, Feb. 20, 1778, 

_- "Way LTIER, Prieſt, 


5 


NMI. VOLTAIRE'S ANSWER 
SIR, 


HE ayle of your letter appears to be 

that of an honeſt man, and I can 

want no other inducement to accept the ho- 
nour of a viſit from you on any day, and at 
any hour you ſhall pleaſe to appoint. I 
ſhall ſay to you what I ſaid when I gave my 
bleſſing to the Grandſon of the Illuſtrious 
and. Wiſe Franklin, the moſt reſpectable 
perſonage in America; I pronounced only 
theſe words, Cod and Liberty. All that were 
preſent. ſhed tears of tenderneſs, I flatter 
myſelf that theſe are your principles. I am 
84 years old, and muſt appear before the 
Tribunal of God, the Creator of every 
world, If you have any thing to commu- 
nicate to me, I ſhall think it a duty and an 
honour to ſee you, notwithfianding the in- 
tenſe pains I ſuffer, I have the honour to 
be, &c. by 
| | VoOLTAIRE, 
Paris, Feb. 21. 1778. 1 
A . 


11106 ̃ EIN Ke eee = P * 0 
ö * 2 — * 4 a a „ * 2 * 0 " r "In 2. * 


* — * 2 a x $7, * TE x Mp. ern 9 R K A 4 7 7 ” 
— . ˙ ores”... oo 4, ED n PALE 4 8 
2. 


— 
—— 


n 


r 
* ob ao mes 


( 12 ) 
The ſame day I waited on Mr. VoITAIRE. 
I found a numerous company afſembled to 


pay their court. He entertained them for 
two or three minutes, only ſaying, that he 


was in great pain, and very unfit to ſee com- 


pany. As he retired he took me by the 


hand and deſired me to follow him. He 
led me into his bed-chamber, and aſked me 


what I had to ſay to him. I anſwered in the 
following terms: 


A deſire of being acquainted with the 
* moſt celebrated Genius of our age in- 


„ duced me to take the liberty of writing 


« to you, to make you an offer of my ſer- 
* vices. I have not the honour to be per- 
* ſonally acquainted with you, but I am 
1 very intimate with a friend of yours, the 


Abbé de LATTAICNANT, and I have the 


* yanity to think that he honours me with 
« his confidence. His great age and in- 
* firmities have ſuggeſted to him ſuch re- 
« fleQtions as every man of honour ought 
* to make on the eve of his appearance be- 
© fore God, and ſuch as you yourſelf have 
x © made. 


6386 

© made more than once. If my atten- 
dance can be agreeable, you need only 
% command, and I vill follow your direc- 
* tions. I am not the only Clergyman of 
Paris who can render you this ſervice. 
Amidſt a great choice you vill eaſily find 
a more able miniſter, and equally diſpo- 
« {ed to promote your real intereſt.” Mr. 
VoLTaiREheard me with great attention, and 
I had ſcarce concluded, when he aſked me, 
If I ated in this manner merely from my 
own ſentiments? I anſwered with great 
truth; Yes, Sir. Then, ſays he, neither the 
Archbiſhop of Paris, nor the Rector of St. 
Sulpice gave you this commiſſion ; No, Sir, 
faid I: If the ſtep I have taken does not 
meet with your approbation, I hope at leaſt 
you will pleaſe to excuſe it. If on the con- 
trary it be not diſagreeable, bleſſed be God 
for it. He affured me he was very well 
pleaſed, that I had not atted under any 


other direQtion, and then aſked me, what T 
had formerly been, and what was my pre- 
| ſent ſituation, I anſwered, that I bad been 
- 2.]cſuit for ſeventeen years, Curate of St. 

„ Mard 


- 
” 


£6 


( 14 ). 
Mard in the dioceſe of Rouen for twenty 
more, that at preſent I exerciled my func- 
tions at Paris, and ſaid maſs every day at 
the Hoſpital of the Incurables*®. Mr. Vol- 
taire made me many obliging offers of his 
ſervices, but as the periſhable goods of this 
life bear no proportion to the eternal re- 
_ ward reſerved for the children of God in 
the next, my anſwer was; Sir, I ſhould 
think myſelf amply rewarded, if I could 
gain you to Chriſt, The God. of mercy 
wills not your loſs ; return then to him, 
fince he makes the firſt ſtep towards _ 


2 The titles en to the Abbe Gaultier, of C hoplain 
to the Tncurables, Confeſſor to the Abbe Lattaignant, aud 
10 Voltaire, occaſioned the following Verſes: 


Voltaire & Lattignant tous deux d'bumeur gentille, 
Au meme Confeſſeur ont fait le meme aveu. 
u tel cas il ĩmporte peu 
Que fe ſoit-a Gaultier, que fe ſoit a — 2 
Monſieur Gautier pourtant me paroit bien trouve. 
hg L'bonneur de ces deux ſemblables 
A bon droit etoit reſerve 


Au Chapelain des Incurables 
Theſe 


6139 
Theſe words made an impreſſion on Mr. 
Voltaire's mind, and he told me he loved 
God, I anſwered that this was a good be- 
ginning, but that much ſtill remained to be 
done; that the love of God is not paſſive, 


but ſhews itſelf in good works, 


Mr. Voltaire ſaid a greit deal more, and 
my anſwers ſeemed to give him ſatisfadion. 
Our converſation was interrupted by three 
different perſons, The firſt of theſe ſaid to 
me, Mr. Abbe, I wiſh you would bring 
your buſineſs to a ſpeedy conclufion ; 
& you ſee Mr. Voltaire ſpits blood and can» 
* not talk much.” To this Mr. Voltaire 
anſwered with ſome warmth ; -** Pray, Sir, 
* leave me with my friend the Abbe Gaul- 
© tier : he does not flatter me.” Madame 
Denis, who came in after I had been there 
about three quarters of an hour, ſaid with 
great politeneſs ; Sir, my uncle muſt be 
« greatly fatigued; I beg you will defer 
6 - what remains to be done, till another op- 
« -portunity,” Upon this I retired, aſking 

Mr, 


6 816 


Mr. Voltaire's leave to wait upon him from 
time to time, which he very readily granted. 
I told him I would remember him every 
day in the holy ſacrifice of the Maſs; he 
thanked me, and ſeemed much affeRed. 
* Adieu, Mr. Voltaire, added I, you may 
reſt aſſured that you have not a better friend 
in the world than I am,” 

From bis lodging I went directly to give 
an account of my conduct to the Abbé de 
F Ecluſe Vicar-General to the Archbiſhop of- 
Paris, and to the Redtor of St. Sulpice. 1 
repreſented to them, that as Mr. Voltaire 
might chuſe to make uſe of my miniſtry, I 
' ſhould be glad to have their advice bow ta. 
proceed with him, They gave me ſome 
directions which I have implicitly followed. 
From this moment I employed myſelf and 
my friends in fervent prayers for Mr. Val- 
taire's converſion. 


- The 26th of February I was agreeably | 
furpriſed by a ſhort note in Mr. Voltaire“ 
IX hand- 


CWM 

| hand-writing ; the purport of it was as fol- 

lows; Sir, you promiſed to come and hear mes 
- 1 beg you' will take the trouble to come as ſoon 

4s you can. 

Paris, Feb. 29, * a VoLTAIRE, 


4 e this 1 note at nine in the even- 
ing, and the next morning I had another 
from Madame Denis, of which the follow- 
ing is a copy : Madame Denzs, Mr, Voltaire's 
niece, will take it as a great favour, if the 
Abbe Gaultier will call upon him. Feb. 27, 
1778, at the Marquis de Villette's, 


As ſoon as 1 had ſaid Maſs on the 27th 
of February 1778, I called at the Marquis 
de Villette's to ſee Mr. Voltaire, But I 

could ſpeak to no-body but Madame Denis, 
who informed me that the ReQtor of St. 
Sulpice had been there to exhort Mr. Vol- 
taire not to delay his converſion, and was 
anſwered, that the fick perſon had placed his 
whole confidence in me. I then waited on 
the ReQtor of St, Sulpice to give him an ac- 
Kun my conduct. On the 2d of March 
C I again 
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J again waited on Mr. Voltaire, who was 
then attacked with a bloody vomit. Before 
I went inte his chamber, I was defired not 
to alarm him, and to be mild and moderate 
in what I ſaid to him. Marſhal Richelieu, 
who had juſt quitted him, deſired me not to 
neglect him, and I promiſed to do every 
thing in my power for the ſalvation of his 
ſoul. On my coming into the room, Mr. 
Voltaire took me by the hand, and defired 
he might be allowed to make his confeſſion 
before he died. I aſſured him, that I was 
very willing to hear his confeſſion, that I 
had obtained the conſent of the ReQtor of 
St. Sulpice in whoſe pariſh he was; but 
that I thought it neceſſary he ſhould begin 
by making a retrattation. . I am ready, 
ſays he, to make it, and I will give one in 
my own hand-writing that will fatisfy you. 
Bring me a pen and ink, and then leave me 
with my friend the Abbe Gaultier. The 
room was cleared, and he wrote the follow- 
ing retractation, word for word: 


* 


J the 


({ 166 7] 

tie underwritten declare, that having 
been attacked theſe” four laſt months: with" @ 
bloody vomit, at the age o/ 84 years, and not - 
taving been able to go to Church, the Rector of © 
Si. Sulpice having been pleaſed td add one good 
work-more to his zcalous labours, - by ſending the 
Abbe Gaultier to me: I have made my con feſſ 
Fon to him, and if God is pleaſed to call me out 
of this world, I die in the Catholic Religion, in 
which I was chriftened, hoping that the Divine 
Mercy will pard on all my faults, and if I have 
ever given ſcandal to tie Church; I ns beg 
pardon of God and the her, | | 
March 2d, 1778.  Vorraine. 
In the houſe of the 3 de Villette, in tie 
preſence of the Abbe Mignot, my nephew, and 
of the Marquis de Villette, my friend, whom 
Mr. VoLTAIRE deſired 1 would inttoduce 
10 hear this retraftation read. When this 


yas done, the witneſſes ſigned their names. 
Mioxor. ViLLEVIEILLE, * 


Beſides 


* Various have been the explanations, and contradifloy 
the comments which have. been frbliſhed on this occaſion, - 
But they all tend io aſceriain this maxim; that the. licen- 
tiouſneſs of modern. - philoſophy muſt have an "= What 

C 3 | wiſe 


( 20) 

Beſides the retractation, Mr. Vol TATRRE 
gave me the following Note in writing; 
Type Abbe Gaultier having informed me that it 

was ſaid in certain companies, that I ſhould pro- 
beſt againſt whatever I might be prevailed upon 

20 do at my death; I declare that I never ſaid 

any futh thing, and that it is a ſtale jeſt attri- 
| — eee more learned than | 

— n 


| When Mr. Von adag ot his * 
tion into my hands, he ſaid in the preſence 


wife man will chuſe to ſpend the better part of kis life in ad- 
vancing paradoxes, which in his lafe moments muſt produce 
remorſe, or the humiliating « ceremony of a retraflation 3 7 
his hould'be infincere, if it ſhould be, as it is ſometimes: aid 
# be, a ſacrifice io popular prejudices, io decency, to parti- 
eular views ; what can induce a man f common undere 
landing and prudence, to propagate opinions which he will 
one day be obliged to diſclaim? It mufl be very painful, 
when in his laſt moments, either to think very differently 
from what he had hitherto taught, or to ſay what his preſent 
ſentiments diſavow. If a man has the misfortnne not to be 
convinced of the truth: of the Chriſtian religion, a prudent 
© filente would prevent the neceſſity of a recantation, which, 
even * it —_— can do him no honour, &c. 
ANN, DE M. Lingyer, 1778. 


of 


( ax ) 


of the Abbe Micnor and Mr. Viitzys. 


x11.LE; 1 ſuppoſe, Abbe, you will have it in- 
| ferted in the periodical papers? I have no . 


feckion to it, I anſwered, that it was not 
yet time for that. He then aſked! me, if I 
was ſatisfied. I took the liberty to tell him, 
that I did not think his retraQation' ſuffi 
ciently- ample and explicit, that F would 
communicate it to the Archbiſhop of Paris» 
which I did. The virtuous Prelate found 
it very unſatisfactory, I left a copy of it at 
Conflans, where he then was. I next waited 
upon the ReQor of St. Sulpice, to give him 
an account of all that had happened, I de- 
livered to him a copy of the retraQation, 
which he did not approve, and a promiſſory 

note of Mr. VoLTAIRE's _— bvres for 
the povr of bis pariſh. = | | 


»A Report having gone abroad, propagated by Mr. 
Voi.raize's Diſciples, that the Abbe Gant rie had ap- 
propriated to his own uſe the 600 livres leſt for che 
Poor of the Pariſh of St. Sulpice, he thinks it proper t 
ſubjoin the receipt of the Rector. I certify thas. hes 
Abbe put into my hands, during the fir 
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The next morning, gd of March, I "RY 
ann de viſit to Mr. Vol TA IRE, with a de- 
ſign of engaging him to make a ſtill more 
ample and unequivocal retractation, but was 
told by the Porter, that I could not ſee 
him. I was not at a loſs to. gueſs from 
what quarter the refuſal came. For I had 
perceived the preceding evening, that. 
Meſſrs. d A. D... and M.. . *. could. 
dar, . a0 t1;y + Sib 4-2 not 


" : illneſs of Mr. Vora *r, a Codiel to 15 Win, 


& written with his own hand, whereby he bequeaths to 


the Poor of my Pariſh the ſum of 600 livres after 


<« his death. In teſtimony whereot I have hereunto. 


| © fet my hand this 10th day of September 1778. 


Da Trassac, Rector of St, Sulpice, 


211% 4 9 


* 11 18 is publickly known, —_ Meſs. tA 0 » . 22 * 


and M. . . went every day to viſit their Oracle, eſpe- 


cially during his illneſs. They were apprehenſive of 
his flinching, as they had never ranked him with the 
Unbelievers, whom the truths of religion neither affect 
nor convince. They were ſenſible that Vortains had 
never taſted the fatal comfort of hardened impiety. 
They never quitted him, leſt the zeal and attention of 
the Abbe Gauirize ſhould oblige thew to ſuike him off 


their? 


„ 
not conceal the uneaſineſs my preſence gave 
them. After many other fruitleſs attempts 


to ſee Mr. VoLTairs, I took the reſolu- 


tion to write him the following letter: 


SIR, 


I 'am very deſirous to know how you are. 


I have often called at your lodgings, but 
could never gain admittance. All I could 
learn was, that you was not viſible. I ſin- 
cerely wiſh your recovery, and 1 daily im- 
plore the God of mercy to grant you many 
happy days. I hope you will not queſtion 
the warmth, the ſincerity of my ſentiments 
in your regard. If you will permit me to 
wait upon you, I will communicate many 
ehings which I dare not truſt to this letter, 
which flows from the heart, not from the 
underſtanding. I have the honour to be, 
„ 

Paris, March 13, 1778. CauLTIER. 


their liſt. But they were miſtaken, If Voran did 
not die like a good Chriſtian, at. leaſt he gave the moſt 
convincing proof, that the molt daring incredulity 
ſhudders at approaching diſſolution. 


In 
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In * to this letter, * received the 
following note from Mr. Vor TraI uz. 


The Maſter of this Hôtel has ordered the 
Porter not to admit any Clergyman, except- 
ing only the ReQtor of St. Sulpice. When 
i; Patient has recovered a little ftrength,. 
us will be happy to ſee the Abbé Gauri 


* "I Verrainz. 
Paris, March 15. 177 8. Lo 


5 Eight days aſter I went to enquire after 


Air. VorT AIRE'S. health, The Porter af. 


fared me, there was no poſſibility of ſeeing 
bim, and that nothing was to be done, 
However as I heard that he was much bet- 

ter, I wrote the ſollowing letter. 


SIR, 


Many perſons who have the opportunity 
ol knowing the ſlate of your health, aſſure 
me that it is confiderably improved. No | 
Wan can intereſt h. TE more lincerely than 

1 do 


629 
I do in hat ſo nearly concerns you. I with 
you perfect health and bappineſs. I have 
called frequently at your door to cangratu- 
late you on your recovery. The anſwer al- 
ways was, that nothing was to be done. 
The meaning of this I am at alols to con- 
ceive, eſpecially as you vas pleaſed ;to-write 
to me, that you would be glad to ſee me. 
when you bad gained a little ſtrength, I 
ſhall call no more, as it is needleſs tp knock 
at any door, but that of your heart, where I 
flatter myſelf I ſhould not be refuſed admit- 
tance. What a comfort, what happineſs 
would it be to me, to- be able to contribute 


to your real nyt IL have the botiouth 
&. : 


+ o. or vn. 
Paris Merch bun. 


As 1 received no anſwer to this letter, 1 
reſolved ne ver to call again at his lodgings, 
During the two ſucceeding months Mr, 
VoLTairE did many things which 1 could 
not approve, and which I might have been 


able to prevent, if I. had been favoured. with - 
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an opportunity of converſing with him“. 
Towards the end of May: he was attacked 
with a very ſerious illneſs. On the 2gth I 
was aſſured that Mr. VoLTAarre could not 


live. I now thought it my duty to write a 


moving letter, in order to recal him to his 
former temper of mind. The following i 19 
RE 5 plow ry mar ot 


"SIR, 


"Public report, hams me, that you are 
very dangerouſly ill. I am extremely ſorry 
to hear it. But I am ſtill more concerned 
to find that I am not ſent for. Though I 
have never been able, notwithſtanding the 

many attempts 1 have made, to'gain admit- 
tance, fince your laſt ſickneſs, I am ſtill rea- 
dy to attend you, if agreeable, Should the. 
living God call you out of this world, what 
a comfort would it be to you to be prepared 
to meet him, who judges juſtice itſelf, . On 
the other hand, what a cryel misfortune muſt 


* * During thi interval 3 IRE Was crowned e 4 o the 
Kage, and was received A Free-Malon, Se 1146 


* , TT 


E 

it be to die, withqut having made any pros 
viſion for the important affair of your ſal- 
vation! Dear Sir, think ſeriouſly of this, 
and of this alone; improve the ſhort time 
allowed you; it will ſoon end, and end in 
3 . I have the honour to be, &c. 

/ GAULTIER.. 
"_ May 30. yt 


ir. VonraikE received this letter, and 


about fix o'clock in the evening of the ſame 


day, his nephew, the Abbe Mignat, a mem. 
ber of the Grand Council, came and deſired 


10 would hear his uncle's confeſſion, Your 
laſt letter, ſays be, affected him greatly; he 


* This letter breathes the genuine ſpirit of a zealous 
Miniſter, who knows when to employ the conſideration 
of the juſlice or the mercies of God, according to the 
different diſpoſitions, paſſions and habits of the Penitent. 
Is a hardened villain, to be terrified into his duty ? 
The yawning mouth of Hell is opened under his ſeet. 
Is a nice, a timid conſcience to be encouraged and ſup. 
ported ; ? A God expiing upon a Croſs for his ſalva- 
tion is preſented to his regard. The oppoſite coud uct 
would lead the one to e and che other ta 


madneſs. 


LE 

is determined to make his ponſeſſion, and to 
make it to you. I anſwered, that I was very 
ready to hear Mr, Voltaire's confeſſion, it 
he would conſent to ſign a retraQation 
which 1 had drawn up, and which I now 
ſhewed him. He was pleaſed to ſignify. that 
it met with his ere 1 | 


& J retra& whatever 1 may have. ſaid, 

done, or written againſt good manners, the 
Chriſtian Religian pcs, I had the happi- 
nels to profeſs, againſt the adorable perſon 
of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe divinity I am ſaid to 
have attacked, and againſt the Church in 
which I defire to die, being in a diſpoſition 
to make this public reparation of the ſcan- 
dal I bave given, by publications which for 
many years have appeared in my name: 
which reparation is not the effect of the de- 
bilitated organs of a frame ſhaken by age; 
but of the grace of Jeſus Chriſt, of which I 
profeſs myſelf entirely unworthy, but which 
opens my eyes to a view of the dangers to 
which, the irregular. fallies of my imagination 
have expoled me. It is my deſire that this 


- 


reparation 


( 29 ) 
reparation ſhould be inſerted in all the jour= 


nals and periodical papers of Europe, to the 


end that it may equal in notoriety the ſcan. 
dal which I have given, and which I would 
willingly redeem by a ſacrifice of the few 
days I have to live,” 


Given at Paris, May 30, 1768, in che 


preſence of the Rector of St. Sulpice, 


and of the Abbe GaulrikR. 5 


The Abbe Mignot 0 promiſed that be 


would engage his uncle to ſign this retratta- 
tion, and I expreſſed a wiſh that the Rektor 
of St. Sulpice might aſſiſt at the ceremony. 
We went together to wait upon this worthy 
clergyman, who readily conſented to accom- 


* The Abbe Mignot, a reſpect ible magiſtrate, ſpared 


no pains to induce his uncle to die like a Chriſtian, His 
unhappy end ſhocked him exceedingly. As a Clergy- 


man he muſt be ſenſible to the intereſt of religion, and 


conſequently not unwilling to fee the names of thoſe 
who blaſpheme it expoſed to public execration, Faults 
are perſonal, and the infamy of the uncle only places the 
Virtues of the nephew in a more conſpicuous light. 
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panmus. Before I went into Mr. Vo- 
TAIRE'S chamber, I read to the Marquis de 
VIII EITE the retractation which I had 
brought with me. He ſaid all was very well, 
and he ſhould make no kind of objeQion. 
We were then introduced into Mr. Vor- 
TAIRE's apartment. The Redor of St. 
Sulpice went firſt to his bed- lide to ſpeak to 
Him, but the ſick perſon did not know bim. 
I advanced next, and announced myſelf to 
bim. He ſqueezed my hand with every mark of 
confidence and friendſhip, but I was ſurpriſed 
to hear him ſay ; Mr. Gaultier, I dęſire you 


will preſent my complements to the Abbe Gaul. 


tier. He continued to talk in a very incon- 
fiſtent manner. As I faw he was delirious, 
I faid nothing of confeſſion or retrattation. 
I defired his relations would give me notice 
the moment he came to his ſenſes, and they 

promiſed me they would.“ I was preparing 

55 0 


After the Rector of St. Sulpice and the Abbe 
Gavurirx had left the room, Dr. Taoxchix found his 
Patient in the moſt violent agitation, crying out, 7 an 
abandoned by God and men. His hands were in à certain 

9 | convenience, 


( 31 
to wait upon him the: next morning, when 
to my inexpreſſible grief and concern 1 
heard that he died three hours after we had 
left him. He expired on the goth of May 
1 1 about | eleren * at er 


3 812 _— 3 


convenience, conveying the fout contents to his mouth. 
The Doctor, who repeated this circümſtance to 4 ref 
peddable company, could nothelp faying ; I wiſß the de- 
Luded followers of Voltaire had affified at his death. Nothing 
can,equal the horrors of ſuch a ſcene, It may then be ſaid 

with great truth, that in the perſon of Vorraine was 
accompliſhed that prophecy of EzxcniET, which he kad 
treated with indecent mirth 3 Er quaſi ſubcinericum herde- 


aceum comedes illud, & flercore quod egreditur or feng, 
b apr png c. iv. v. e | | 


F 1 away ai the face of the earth, 


this Celebrated Genius, to whom the World owes the 
corruption of manners, who has dreſſed up in different 
forms all the abominations of a wicked heart in fifty 
pamphlets, and who ſpent ſxty years in the purſuit of 
literary fame and the impatience of competition. Afier 
Qixiking out new lights, hut ever recurring to his favous 


rite ſyltem, he lived the avowed enemy of religion, of 


Kings and of his country. Driven from place to place, 
neither Paris, nor Nancy, nor England, nor Holland, 


nor Pruſſia, nor Geneva afforded any calc to his dif. 


tempered 
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 Evild 1 have foreſoen that he was ſo near 


his end, I would not have leſt him, and 


would have done every thing in my 


power to diſpoſe him to a happy death, 


Thus he died witheut receiving the ſaera- 
ments, perhaps without a denne to receive | 


Ss £10 = -w 


of bis paſt life. © "This my Lord, is A true 
and faithful account of the circumſtances 

So de- 
Pflorable 


ö 


an hypocritical recantation dictated' by fear, and a life 
of care and anxiety brought him to a -catnfortleſs old 
age and an unhappy death. Such was the man, ſo re- 
vered and extolled by his deluded partiſans, that they 
are not aſhamed to propoſe / erecting a ſlatue to. his me · 


mory. Foſterity wall. ti julthaxe af praiſe 
and cenſure. 


21 


M.. Gapuries's memorial publiſed at Patis ap- 


peared to ſome people to be ſuppoſition, and among 
others to a Mr. vz 'Laranve, who being deſirous to 


know the truth, wrote the following letter to the 


4 * 
Avthor. 
- % 

* 


„ SIR, 


K 


plorabte an end muſt make ſinners tremble 
at the thought of deferring their in 


SIX, 


** Copicsof a 1 are hence abont at Paris, 
of which you are ſaid 10 be the Author, and which 


relates to the death of Mr. Vouraine, It contains 
letters written in a ſiyle-very unlike his. It is there- 
in aſſerted that you never heard his confeſſion, that 
vou did not find him properly diſpoſed whey you 
** ſaw him, and that ever after you was xefuſed admit- 
** tance. Give me leave, Sin, to aſk if this Memorial be 
00 really yours, and if it be true, that you never gave 
him a bill of confeſſion; the intereſt I take: in this 


11 


* event asa man of letters, a, pupil and a friend to the | 


4 Tefuits in the work of times, induced me to apply to 


you ſor ſatislaction. I beg you will be perſuaded of 
he reſpeR and regard with which L bave'the honour, 


© OR. i. 11% SIR. | 
College Royal, Your moſt, &c. 
Place de Cambray. DE LALANDE 


| & Of the Academy of Sciences, 


The Abbe GavirTlER, in anſwer to this letter, al- 
ſured the writer, that the memorial was really his, and 


made him an offer of producing the original letters aud 
the retractation in Mr. VobrAIRES own hand-writing. 


Mr. Lartaxps called upon the Abbe GAurrixz, and se- 


ceived the fulleſt evidence of the N of the 


memorial. 
E and 
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and depending on a death-bed repentande; 
I have the honour to be, with the moſt pro- 


found reſpect, 

- My Lord, 
Paris, June 1. Your moſt obedient 
1778. _ humbleſervant, 


; / 


GAULTIER. 


VoLTA1RE being thus dead, the next care 
of his partiſans was how to diſpoſe of his re- 


mains. The Archbiſhop of Paris had 
ſtrictly forbid him to be honoured with a 


Chriſtian burial.“ Great intereſt was made 
with the Civil Power to have this order re- 


verſed, but without effekt. As the body 
could not be kept any longer with ſafety 


The political regulations in France againſt blaſ-- 


. phemy and impiety are carried to a degree of rigour 


which defeats their execution. The ſeverity of the. 


Church is never exerted on her rebellious children, as 


long as there remains a poſſibility of their ſalvation. 
But if her tears and her prayers are fruitleſs, ſhe thinks 


| herſelf obliged to refuſe the ſacred rites of a Chriſtian 
- Burial to the impenitent Sinner, who refufed to acknow- 


ledge her authority. | 
| | above 


(2 


above ground, it now became neceſſary to 


remove it clandeſtinely with the apparent, 


deſign of carrying it to Ferney. However 
on their arrival at Sellieres in Champagne, 
an Abbey of Bernardine monks*, which Mr. 
Micxor, Mr. VoLTairx's nephew, held 
in commendam, they gave out that he died 
on the road in the moſt edifying manner. 
The Biſhop of Troyes, informed of this 
contrivance, immediately diſpatched an or- 
der to prevent the burial. But the meſ. 
ſenger arriyed too late; the Prior had juſt 
finiſhed the ceremony. The Chapel, where 
his remains were depoſited, was ſubjefted by 
the Biſhop to an eccleſiaſtical interdiQ®, and 
8 1 | the 
: * The interment of Vorramz in this Religious 
Houſe gave oecaſion to the following epitaph, bappily 


deſeriptive of his character; Hic inter mortuos * 
qui Runquam contra monachos quievit. 


© A gentleman, whoſe Family has long been bo- 


noured with the Judicial Robe, went to Sellieres, to ſee 


tlie grave of the celebrated Philoſopher. As no monu- 
ment is erected to his memory, it was not an eaſy mat- 
ter to aſcertain the identical ſpot, A good woman then 
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The bb ue irndtald: at chokes 


| fifal of honours paid to the meaneſt me- 


chanic, formed a more liberal and extenſive 
plan of operations. They ordered the tta- 
gedy of Mahomet to be afted, and engaged 
to aſſiſt at it in a body, and in the deepeſt 
mourning. But this pious projekt was de- 
feated by the watchful care of the Police. 
The managers reſehting the affront, came to 
a teſolution to ſhut up the theatres for three 
ſucceſſive days; but here again the Police 
interpoſed, and obliged them to perform as 
uſual. Baffled in every former attempt, the 
ſpirit and conſtancy of the Philoſophers | 
could not be broken. Another reſource 
ſtill remained, ang Wache leſt untried. 


at prayers, buding the * ab a loſs, aſked . if 
| he was uot Teeking the Chapel, where tlie remains of 


Vorraiaz lay: There, Sir, ſays ſhe, there it is; o are 
not the firſt, Cockney of Paris, zolio_has, been. lere to vifit the 
grave of that naughty man. 


The 


— . — — cob 


„ 

The uſage and the ſtatutes of the Academy 
require, that funeral honours be paid to each 
of its deceaſed members, and that the Society 
do affiſt in. ceremony. This duty is gene- 
rally performed, by the Cordelier Fryers in 
their Church. Mr. A.. preſented. him- 
ſelf to claim the performance. of this ſolemn 
ſervice: but the Fryers abſolutely. refuſed 
to ſing for the repoſe of a foul which had 
never left the Church, or them at reſt®, 
Tbus every ſcheme of reſtleſs . ambition 
proved abortive, public ſcandal was pre- 
vented, and incredulity ſuffered by the arms 

which i it bad taken up e the, , 
Tbe ee 0 name 6 Vorvains Haves 
| res his exiſtence. Scarce does public 
has record a few anecdotes to which his 


* « Wthe Cordeliers k had Fa are 1 to o liſten 
oth Propoſal of the Secretary of the Academy, they; 
would have. afforded mauer of great mirth to the next 
philoſophical meeting, from the idea of, a maſs ſung by 
a, merecnary ſet of  Fryars, at the, requeſt of. Mr. 
* 4 on the zepoſe of the ſoul of VoĩrTA xx. + 

A. ve LAN cr, 1778. 
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CM.) 
death gave riſe. - What a wide difference 
is there between the end of a man, who has 
acquired celebrity by his crimes or by the 
abuſe of his talents, and of the virtuous man; 
who after a life of ſufferings, the uſual lot of 
Kants, is ſincerely reſpefed by his fellow- 
citizens, and leaves behind him an unſpotted 


n Ob charakter of the impious 
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ae AM bat a FatiefaAtion is 5 it, ſays la Brayere, e. des 
88 E forts, to love, to embrace a religion, which was 

6 planted, nurſed and | propagated by. men, of the moſt | 
4 ſublime genius and the beſt endowments, eſpecially 
15 * when w we reflett, that in elevation of fiyle, depth = 
* thought, the inveſtigation of principles and the deli- 
v -neation of the moral ſyſtem, St. Auguſline has not 
his equal.” The Pagan philoſopher Diocles obſery, | 
ing 1 8 entering into a temple, cried out: What - a 
fight ! What a feafl io me to ſee Epicure acknowledge the 
power of the Gods, and pay lis homage to hem! I canuot 
Here omit an obſervation of la Bruyere replete with goog 
fenſe and reaſon. 10 Either religion is true, or it is falſe. 
« Ff it be an empty fon, then the virtvous men, ihe 


& 'Catthoſtans, che Recluſe have loſt ſixty years of their 


Ares; this is the worſt that can happen to them. 
„ But i religion be grounded on truth itſelf, how 


* wretched muſt be the eondition of the wicked man : 
ö how 


„ 
* *I. 


t 39 )) 


Philoſophercan only be maintained by means 


congenial to it. His talents and his learning 


only render him the ſcourge of the age in 


which he lives. Impatient of oppoſition-be- 


Spares no pains to ſecure his imaginary tri- 
umph, The frivolous, the debauched are 
firſt his victims, and then his warmeſt advo. 
cates. But the ſcene ſoon changes: ſick- 
neſs and death put an end to the conſpi- 
racy®. The nn. owes noting now 


% how frightful the idea of approaching miſery. My 
e imagination ſhudders, my thoughts are unequal to the 


* gloomy proſpect, and my words too weak to exprels 


it. Upon the whole, if the certainty of religion 
<< reſted.on leſs ſolid grounds than it "_ does, ſtill 
Ly virtue ſhould be the choice of a wiſe man.“ BF 


15 The faireſt appeal to philoſophic 280 kes at the 
hour of death; Now it will not be denied, that the be- 
Haviour of their moſt boaſted champions at that critical 
moment has been ſuch as ought to alarm the reaſon and 


the conſcience of their diſciples, I ſpeak only of thoſe 


moments in which they fill poſſeſs the free exerciſe of 
their mental faculties. How comes diſſolution, which 
in all their writings is treated as an object of imaginary 
terror, how comes it now to fill their minds with the 
moſt gloomy appt ehenſions ? This popular prejudice, 
2.2.0 | to 
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ke wöfld, but truch. The paſſions fub- 


fide;:and the looſe wanderings of imagma - 
tion ceaſe. Death approaches, and he now 
feels all uhe terrors he had endeavoured to 
inſpire. His friends abandon him, dread- 


an, and the 


) +] 


Ae ated the tight of pla 
Tlofophy. is not extinR., ., Will they artribute a change of | 
foul, of underſtauding and of Ttealon, to an aceidenul 


| change of ſituation ! „ 


F l ae . . Fiber ot 
Conde, has quoted an ancedote, which will be read with 
Pleaſure by every lover of his country and of religion. 
A ſet of ſycophanus, che coufiant attendants on * 

bad endeayoured to inſtill into his mind the ſeeds of 
modern incredulity, but were unable to ſhake his reli- 
gions opinions, You may tall on, ſays. he, but the diſper- 


ion of the Jewiſh tribes will ever be a convincing proof of 


our religion. Nothing then but the blackeſt calumny 


5 can pretend to bring into diſpute the orthodoxy of his 


faith, On his deuih · bed, when every temptation to 


| deceive ceaſes, when fiactery wants encouragement, and 


truth forces i its way in the train of death, at this awful 
moment the Prince declared, that whatever might have 


_ deft doubt concerning the myſteries of religions 


5 od dious 


64 


odious qualities of his heart, which no faga- 
city, no penetration, no depth of under- 


ſtanding can compenſate, © 7 jaw the wicked 


* buried, who had come and gone from the 
Place of the Holy, and they were forgotten in tlie 


city where they had ſo done. Becauſe ſentence 


againſt an evil work is not executed ſpeedily, 
therefore the heart of the ſons of men is fully 
ſet in them to do evil. Thong a finner do evil 


an hundred times, and his days be prolonged, yes 


/urely I know that it ſhail be well with them at 


fear God. Eccleſ. c. viii. v. 10, 11, 12, 
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